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Ha enſuing Sermons are 


- 
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peculiar , preſentec to thy 
view. lie were getz Peaches! 


the Right Honourable the La- 
e. 199 ' 44 2 GC! +113, dy 
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an : 57 Providence ſomewhat 


* 1. 


Tem Req ſt of a Perſon: of Qua- 


| 
| 
— 
1 
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Th the Reader. 


wrote out fair for her Uſe and Be- 
nefit, by the worthy Author him 
ſelf, as appears by his own Epiſtles 
Dedicatory affixed; and lately (a- 


into the hands of one who was 
vl! apprized of the Worth and 
Value of their Author, and there- 
fore could not paſs them by unre- 
garded with thoſe other Papers. 
On peruſin og them, he found ſuch 
" Trace of the Spirit, and ſuch 


- cluded they e his genuine Off- 
ſpring, and that they might (tho? 
- preached on private Occaſions, yet) 
- be of publick Uſe and Service; and 
accordin ingly had thoughts of Print- 
ing th 

kimſelf warrapterl, ſceing they-were 
drawn u 


yo _—_—— mms > r 
: : . — 
dy * 
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A Autlior's Name, and Dedications 
© -annexed; as though they weren in- 
"tended for the Preſs. But this Own. 
g er 


dy Diana Verney, and aftegwards | 


mong a confofed heap of Papers) | 


| Veſtigia of the Wit and Parts of him 
| = *whoſe Namet jey bear, that he con- 


whereto he conce ived 


in Form, With Titles, 


| To the Reader. 
ds Yer of them though acquainted with 
the Stile, yet being ignorant of the 
Hand-writing of the Author (and 
knowing how eaſiß and common a 
thing it is to invert the Senſe and 
Meaning of a Man, by the Igno- 
rance or Careleſſneſs of a Tranſcri- 
ber) was not willing, on farther” 
Conſideration, to ſerve the Publick 
at the expence of the Reputation 
of a Perſon he ſo much-eſteemed, 


Originals, which, for ought he knew, 
might be only T anſcripts ; and' 
1-4 thus thoſe Thoughts were laid a- 
< | fleep until farther Satisfaction in that 
matter could be obtained. At length 
the Poſſeſſor of them (proud of 
ſuch a Treaſure) providentially 
ſhewed them to a Friend of* his, 
who perfectly knew the Hand, and 
had by him ſeveral Letters and Pa- 
pers of the Author's Hand-writing, 
which comparing with the Manu- 
ſcript Sermons, the Hands were 
found exactly to agree, to the Sa- 
6 A3 tisſaction 


by publiſhing thoſe Sermons for 


.,.; To the Reader. , | 
tisfaction of both Parties; where- 
upon the Deſign of Printing them 
Woas reviv'd, and is now executed. 


This (Reader) is the Account 
of that Providence which has at- 
ttended theſe Sermons. They might 
have fallen into the Hands of an 
Enemy, who might have evilly | 
intreated them, by committing them 
| to the Flames, or otherwiſe. [They 
might have fallen into the Hands 
of one who knew not the Reve- 
rend Author, and who might,. on. 
that account, ignorantly have ſligh- 
ted. them. The Perſon into whoſe 
Hands they did fall, might (When 
he came at them) have unwitting- 
ly thrown them by without a no- 
tice, as he had done many of their 
Companions before. And there- 
fore that they have been thus pre- 
ſerved, is a Ground to hope, that 
God. hath defign d them for ſingu- 


% 


lar Uſe and Service. 
As 


Jo the Riker 


As to the Reverend Author, to 
expatiate on his Praiſes were to hold 


a Candle to light the San. His 


FT Name and Memory is and will be 


precious to every ſerious Chriſtian ; 
and if it were poſſible theſe ſhould 


fail, he has not only 4 Name in Hea- 
ven, which ſhall never be blotted 
Jout, but alſo 4 Place there, whence 
he {hall never be removed: And as 


for the Sermons, they are of age to 
ſpeak for themſelves. It is enough 


to ſay of them, that they are the 
genuine Iſſue of the Reverend Mr. 


Matthew Mead, ſrom whom nothing 
little, nothing mean, was wont to 
proceed. 


As the Providence of God has 


I preſerved them, ſo may his Bleſ- 


Ii ſing attend them and thee in thy 


I reading of them. 
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o the Honou 


Here eſent Tour Honour 
Laub the Tranſcript of that 


der mon which your Command, at 


out, made a Duty. It is a great 
Intereſt which your noble Favours 
have purchaſed in all I call mine, 
and therefore Obedience to your 


Commands berem is but a juſt : 
Debt; which I was. the more 


nour might Hane a fir Opportumi- 
ty for a more leiſ urely 
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willing, to pay, that ſo your | Ho- 
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8 Attention and Aﬀections awere % 
concerned in at the hearing. IA) 


table the Lady Draxa Vanne. 


| firſt to Preach, and ſince to Vr ite 


Conteme- 


OOO 2 — A 2 


£7 ws, to call your Heart 
ff "from _ the Pleafantries of 
. and 70, be. (i God would} 
do me ſo great an Honour ) an 
inſtrumental Redeemer of your } 
| precious Soul out of the hand af 
it 75 Contentmente, 25 the 
ſt. of us are too will, noly, by 

the firength of oat Af 

- Ghrons, captrvated_ 10. | 
The World is 100 li we 5 uy 
too ſtrait for our boundleſs Aﬀe- 
Ts 745 Sul 45. too 1 5 5 

* fined whilſt Senſe te rminates IA) 

5 37 ects, becauſe t this Bed is too 
1 1 far.« 4 Man to frrach Hini- 
upon u, Ita. 2 8. 20. Per — 
ng. Comforts to an immortal 27 
are a0 unſuitalle as a, [hot Bel 
ET a Man of a tall Sature, i there. 
75 Title” Eaſe or Ref in one or 
| - the 
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never rightly placed but upon. 
Thins. above : As the Strength : 
| 4 our Sorrows ſhould be beftowo- 
le ing yrs a the Strength 
Hs our. 5 1 5 be beſtowed 
T confeſs 4 know 
e a. farrer Title to, 
we ln and oy from an _ | 
7 ard Condition an yot 77 
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1 . : Van ſteps. are 


aſhed in Butter, and the * 


KS. Pour 7 out Rivers of 
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1 as A * 0 
1 3 by te er 2 
en „ the joy of a 
ll written m Heaven wa al 
I! theſe as far as the Light of a 
Lau beam doth that of a Glow | 
Vorm. How happy therefore 
W Fe, your Honour, -wwho ( 1 folly 
17 ) dave as pood a Title 
| 5575 as to the former ; for 
1 ſurely 1 Jos who hath ſo 27 
written bis Lad in your Hears, 
| and bis Name in your Firebead, 
l bath alſo written your Name in 
1 Heaven. Which that your Ho- 
f our "may, 'by. the A 0 Faith. 
be enabled to read in tbe fare 
Charaer which divine Love cun 


nale, the bearty P 
= 7 Th 5 1 . Tar ts 


( onout 8 m 
eee devoted Servant, & 


Matthew Mead, 
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In this: rejbice not, "Uh 
5 Spirits are Jubjed to jou: 
but rather re joice, becauſe 
your” Names are written 
in Heaven. 47 ns 5 


E T is a Philoſopher 5 Olin, 
I that Joy (conſidering the ef- 
- feats which it accidentally pro- 
, duccth within) doth more. 
arm in the World than ſorrow and 
net: and 10 give this Reaſon, 
That Joy, naturally dilating the Spi- 
its brings the Vang, to a looſe carrie 
ge, Ne takes the Senſe of Weari- 
els from about it: but ſadneſs, con- 
racting the br x s the Mind 4 
ithin he 9805 TR: Nets and 
rings irſto ſer 100 And 
| 77 „in TI EE AY Opi- 
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2 A Name in Heaven, &c. | 
Sorrow is better than Laughter, for by 
the ſadneſs of the Countenance the Heart 

i made better, 5 
But this ſeems a great Paradox, 
that joy ſhould hurt, and ſadneſs do 

good, that Sorrow ſhould be better 
than Laughter. Is Hell better than 
Heaven ? is not Hell a Place of ſor- 

Tow? And who is made better by 

it? and is not Heaven a Place of 
Joy? And who is made worſe by it? 
The End of all our Motions and! 
Deſires is to avoid Sorrow, Perturba- 
tion, and to attain Reſt and Delight; 
! which is nothing elſe bur the Sabbath} 
of our” Thoughts, and that ſweet} 
lit Tranquility of Mind which reſults 
from the Fruition of that Good 

Wwhereto our Deſires have carried us. 

The great End of Religjon 8X0 pro- 
mote and ftablith the Joy of the 

Soul, ſin being the proper parent 
of Grief and Sorrow. Nay the great; 
by End of the coming of our Lord] 
Chbriſt was to ble the World With 
} Peace and Joy, and therefore his 
Birth is called by the Angel = | 

"Ls | pub- 
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A Name in Heaven, &c. 3 


publiſhed the News of it (Laute 2. 10) 
good Tidings of great joy to all People. 
The End of his Doctrine was to fill 
OX, them with Joy 5 St. John L 5. 11. 
do Theſe things have I ſpoken to you that my 
ter Joy might remain in you, and that jour 
lan! Joy might be full. ii 7 7 
or- This then being the End of all: 
by our Deſires and natural Motions, 
off the End of Religion, the End of 
it?! Chriſt's coming and Doctrine, to 
nd fill us with Peace and Joy in believe- 
12.4 ing; it no way interfereth either 
it. withthe Opinion of the Philoſopher, 
or the Doctrine of the Preacher to 
et averr, that Joy is better than Sor- 
Ir row, as Peace is better than Trouble, 
d Light better than Darkneſs, Sweet - | 
18. better than Bitter, and Heaven bet- 
o. ter than Hell; the one being a Place 
he of boundleſs Joy, the other a Place of 
endleſs Sorrow. That Joy therefore 
at! Which the Philoſopher charges with 
4) ſuch miſchieyous Conſequences, and 
+ which Solomon preter's Sorrow to, 
16 is that which reſults from the Pre- 
ſence and Fruition of improper and 
5 _ un; 
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Name in Heaven, &c. 
& unſuitable Objects, or which runs 
into exceſs and inordinacy, into 
| which the Nature oſ Man, lince the 
Corruption and Diſorder of the Fa- 
culties and Paſſions, is too apt to de- 
generate: For this is certain, that 
there is nothing we can delight in 
much, without ſin, but thoſe things 
that lie moſt remote from Sence, the 
# thingsof the inviſible World. 
And hence it is that our Lord 
Chriſt here in the Text, calls off his 
Diſciples from rejoicing much in 
& that which yet was as lawful and 
likely a Cauſe of Rejoycing as any, 
Lis. Victory over infernal Spirits, 
and Succeſſes againſt the Powers of 

| Darkneſs; to fix their Joy upon a 

Good, infinitely to be preferred to 

bY that, and defired before it, and that 

is, a Name Written in Heaven. Not- 

iu methſtanding iu this rejoice not, that 
ie Spirits are ſubject to gou; but ra- 
| | ther 7 eoice, becauſe Jour. AN ames are 1 
nuten in Haun. 
In the Words you have, 21 
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A Name in Heaven, &c. 3 
A Prohibition, | wt fy bg ttt 
An Exhortation':  * © 
Somewhat from which they are 
dehorted, ſomewhat to which they 
are invited. Ate, 
Tbat from which they are dehor- 
ted is, rejoicing in their Succeſs over 
infernal Spirits, rejoyve not in this 
that the Spirits are abject to you. 
_ That to which they are invited 
is, to rejoꝶce in a Mercy of a much 
nobler Nature, and that is, their 
Share and Intereſt in the Glory and 
Bleſſedneſs above; Rejoice that your 
Names are written in Heaven. 


I ſhall begin with the Prohibition, 


and ſpeak a little to that, Not mis 
ſtanding in this rejoice not, that the 
Spirits are ſubject to you. ©: 

You will think a (rejoice. not) 
very. unwelcome Entertainment 
when the Work you come about is 


Aro rejojce, to remember the Mercy 


Jof this Day, the Pangs and Throws - 


the Lord brought you through on 
Irhis Day; the hopeful Son that᷑ took 


his Birth and Breath from this Day. 
1 This. 


« : 
_ 


"Ba 


6 A Name i in Heaven, Kc. 


This was doubtleſs a very great 
Mercy, if the Mother had been ſpa- | 


red, though the Child had died, 


there had been Mercy in that, but 
that the Lord ſhould preſerve the 


Root and the Branch both; make 


your Honour the Mother of a 
Child, and that Child a Son, and that 
Son perfect, not a Monſter, not mif- | 


ſhaper, not born Blind, not Numb, 


„ "Deaf, not: deformedand crook- | 
ed: How many Mercies are in this 
one Mercy! Now to affix 4 rejoice | 
not, upon ſuch a Cauſe of Joy as this, 
ſeems very unwelcome and unſeaſo- 
nable. | 
But 1 dope by that time I have 


done you will juſtify my choice of 
35 Text, which hath not the leaſt 

n to ſuppreſs your Joy; but to 
120 from Objects of senſe to Spiri- 


tual Delights, from lower and leſſer 
 Mercies to greater and higher Pri- 
vlledges, from a Name on Earth, toa 

Name! in Heaven. 
Rĩijoice not in this that the Spirits | 
8 18 to Jon. 


This 


A Name in Heaven, &c. 7 
This Prohibition of our Lord 
hriſt doth clearly imply that this 


Fcaſting out of Devils, by the Power 
Jof the Diſciples Miniſtry in «the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, was 


matter of great joy tothem; and one 
would: think, it any thing in the 


World could juſtify the running out 
of their Joy below God, this caſting 
© out of Devils might. . 


For I. it was a great and miracu- 


ious Gift of Jeſus Chriſt. 


II. It was a Gift ſoretold by the 


Prophets, as reſerved for Goſpel time. 


III. It was a Victory over. the 


moſt potent Enemy, that laughs to 


ſcorn all humane Power, a ſtronger 
than he muſt come and bind him. 
IV. It was a Victory very con- 


ducing to the Honour of the Lord 


Chriſt, that his naked Diſciples in 
his Name alone, could make the 


Powers of Hell ſubmit and ſtoop ; fo © 
that certainly here was in the Succeſs 


of this Service ſufficient cauſe of 
Joy to the Diſciples; and yet faith 


our Lord Chrift to them, Notwith-- 


B4 ſtanding 


"*”»: _ 


yo 
a 
E 
Ht 
1 


Temptation % ſacyrfice-to--7ts own 
Met, and bur; Incenſe to its own 

-  Draz,. When ſpiritual Pride mixeth 
it ſelf with eur Joy in God, wetake 
from him more than we give tohim, 


* 


I - we rob him of his Glory, Whileſt i 


4 * ETFS 3 Ng | F 
we fejoyce in bis Mercy. N 


o 


Wo - Epercfors'the Lord Chriſt wakes | 
them oft fromthis to a higher- Ob- | 
ET. * 88 inn © * 19 

de Devils tre fubſec to yd - 
= true; the Power ef the Goſpef 
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your , Mouths and Miniſtry, hath: 


Heartsare filled with joy; for fo it 
S{aid in the 17th Verſe, They return- 
gain with joy: Well, faith the Lord: 


e W-brift, Notwithſtanding in this rejoyce 
. Fot, why ſhould your Affections, be 


Jerminated in theſe Things, When 


r | n 
t Jou have a nobler Object for your 
y to dilate it ſelf upon, and that. 


$, the Electing Love of God, your 
J or tion in the eternal Manſions. 


4 ar ir 
e Lour joy in the ſubduing Infernal 
3 Mpirits may be your ſnare, W. 10 N 
» Wy are flibjected to you one. W Yo. 
; Wiritual Pride may ſubject you to 
e - . L 3. NN 4 4 WAI i ai 
em another; and fo though you! 
> ©2quer, yet they will overcome; 
ere in this rejoice not, = 
PE. Iqteach us that no external Mer: 
2 N 95 2 SJ Nen kf * . 
ala terminate. che Delighe Gf 
Souls but clat we ſhould uſe Alk 
ward Benefits 38 a Ladder Where 
L io alecge to God iti our Affectiöns. 
Ihe Way to allay and moderate 


Joy of the Soul, in common ant. 
7 - * 7 
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A Name in Heaven, &c, 9 


aſt Satan like Lightning from Hea-- - 
en, it is true, and I know that your 
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to A Name in Heaven, &c. 
preſent Mercies 1s to reallize the } 
Things of the Inviſible World, and } 
let out our Hearts much to the Glo- 
_ ries above. The Delign of Chrilt | 
and erh 1s to ſpiritualize the 

Chriſtians Joy, and place it upon the 
chiefeſt Good; Therefore in this re- 
J 0obice not, that the Spirits are ſubject to 
= ˙ͤ5Äiß—iiÜ:d̃ 
133 Lee But you will fay, why 
=WM— fhguldwenot? „ 
Anſr. I will give you a threefold 
0h e h.. 


o 


Rei. 1. Becauſe this Gift may be 
veſted where the Love of God is 
not injoyed, Matt. 7. 22. Ban) 
will ſay in me in that Day, Lord, Lordi 
have we not prophecyed in thy Nam, ani 
in thy Name caſt out Devils, and wn 
thy, Name done many wonderful Works; 
en will I profeſs anto them,” Exever 
E 


 Iniquity, ver 23. M ny m caſt out 


a 
=. 7. 


8 Deyils in the N ame of Chrilt, and 
pet aſter all be caſt out themſelveg 


by Chriſt. Judes was one of the 
e tobe n th 
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A Name in Heaven, &c. 11 
that caſt out Devils, and yet Judas 
was caſt out himſelf. f 
That Injoyment, whatever it be 
(be it Gifts, be it Relations, be it 
Honours) which may be ſeperated 
from the Love of God in Chriſt, 
can be no true Ground of Rejoicing: 

Therefore what our Lord Chriſt 

faith of caſting out of Devils, I may 
BS (upon a Parity or Superiorit7 f 
18 Reaſon): ſay of all things below 

Vuhich we place our Contentment 
d in, and look upon as matter of Joy. 

Motmithſtanding in this rejoice not. 
be] Reaſ. 2. It is a Vanity to rejbice 
is much in any thing which we cannot 
8 rejoice in long. What the Apoſtle: 
4% faith, 1 Coriath.. 13. 8. Prophecies - | 
als ſpall fail, Tongaes ſhall ceaſe, Know-- | 


9 


in edge ſhall vaniſh away ; the ſame I 
may ſay of all common and ſubluna-- 


ry Mercies and Comforts, they ſhall 
World paſſeth away, 1 Cor. 7. 31. 
What Pleaſure can that Man take 
in his Expedition whoſe Voyage is 
for a Year, and his Victual but for 
4 3 F 0 155 | 5 3 © a; 
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| * Who ſets out for Eternit. 

Vith the Pleaſures. and Contents f . 
gothing but Mortality ? Therefore 

| 

. 8 

„ lighits, which like Jordan, empty all 


though yo may have allchat Heart 
en Wiſh of the Comfort and Proſ- 
their Sweetie: Intd 4 Rinkking: and. 
|| feilphar ted Lake. 8 i n 
fl 


much in 4 which cannot reſcue 
us gut of the Hands of eternal Mi- 
fry? None of theſe things we glory 
mn can: They are poor, lying De- 


« perity-pf this World, yet Wenke 
2 Hanaing In this rejoyce M.. 
Neg. 3. Why ſhould we rejoice 
#7 Whes I ſer the weh Marin the | 
*Parable 55 TED purphe, and fine 
one, and farin 5 
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5 Pleafutes. too Dear, ho p i 1 
r them with the Loſs. of his Soul. 
May we have all che Comforts 


at this World can afford, and yet 'I 
de comfortleſs? May We he 


joicing in our Relations to Day, 3 
id yet {hut out of all Relation to 4 
00 to Morrow ? then whatever J 
poſſeſs of: the Comforts! of this 

ar 15 Ju IL in this re. = 

ce not. VU, 3 
But rather rej pebecauſe your Names wo 

2 written” in 


And thisbrin 


WW UW 
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tion, OE the trus Grind of 7 | 
hriſtian & Joyis propounded, ane 2 
ey be 4 all otheh. Rejoige 
in this, Kg. has ut her an ahut, b 
r:/N aines are ritten Heaven: Joy 
this Merch is nut :abſolutoly pro 1 
ited, n a ned - 
Intereſt in Heaven, is: anether- of 
HE: Mecoy:thamcal mg out Devils 2 
Furth and afetore..rejoigh Fs 2 
chinmjore in this than that, l 8g <- 2 
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for the Meat that periſheth, bat for tha 


_ thatis, Labour not ſo much for this a 


Phence all thay ne are de 


14 4 Name in Heaven, Ke. 
Chriſt, in John 6. 27. Labour nd 
Meat which indureth to everlaſting Lif: 


for that, or rather for that than thi 

Let us a little conſider the Expreſ 
lion, Rejoice becauſe your Names ar 
written in Heaven, _ Pre 

The Lord Chriſt might have aid 
| Rejoice in your Diſcipleſhip to me 
that I have called you out of th. 
World ; when not many wiſe Men fte 
the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not mari \ 
Noble age daled, 1 Corinth. 1. 20 | 

Rejoſſce that je have followed me il ! 
* Regeneration, and that ye are b 
came new Creaturts, when the wholy- 
Mor ld liach i in Wigedneſs, 1 Joh. 5, 16 

- Rejopce: that ye are inlightneq 
tho Kirfatiesn the Goſpel, whet 
they are hid from the Wiſe and 2 — 
Met. 11. 25. But if Chriſt had fix 
their Joy 5 any of theſe, then thi 
Fountain and Cauſe of all had bee 
hid, and therefore our Lord Chril 
leads them to the Fountain frod 


| "avec 
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ved, and that is, the electing Love 
f God, this being the Cauſe of all 
uture Good to the Creature. 
Are ye called out of the World? It is 
ccauſe your Names are writtenin Heaven. 
Are ye begotten of God, and born 
again? It is berauſe your Names are 
| mrirten in Heaven, g 
Are ye taken into Memberſhip to 
Chriſt, and thereby become the Sons 
and Daughters of God? It is becauſe 
your Names are written in Heaven, 
Have you the Earneſt of your In- 

& heritance in the 6 — the Spi- 
rit upon your Hearts? It is lch 
your Names are written in Heaven, + 
Can ye ſubdue Corruptions with- | 

in, and reſiſt Temptations without? - 
Are the Devils ſubject to you? It is 
becauſe your Names are written in 
Heaven. Therefore rejoice not ſo much 
becauſe the Spirits are ſabject to you," 
b abe Rej e becanſe e e Names 3 
* written ay exven. 3 
Queen, But what is meant by ha- 
ving our Names written in Heaven? os 4 
How muſt we underſtand this? 
ä A 22 * 
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Anſw. The Name is in Scripture 
Phraſe frequently put for the Per- 
ſon. Acts i. 15. The Number of the 
Names together were about an. Hundred 
and Twenty ; That is, the Number 
of the Perſons. Revel. 3. 4. Thou 
haſt a few Names in Sardis, which 
have not defiled their Garments, A few, 
Names, that is, a few Saints in Sardis. 

So that we are not to underftand 


it, as if God did Litterally write 


down the Names of Men; but the 
Expreſſion is to ſhew us what a Pe- 


culiar and Diſtinct knowlege God 


hath of Perſons in the World. 


When our Names are ſaid to be 


* 0 


written in Heaven, it is a way of 


ſtoms of Men, whoſe Names are 
Regiſtred and Inrolled in ſome 


Publick Records, to keep in Memo- 


ry, and aſſure them of their Freedom. 
aud Privilege in that Corporation. 


Speaks of: Names written in the Book 


of Life; whoſe Names are in the Book of 
Life. And in Revel. 1 lh) 
#RA * : 5 For 4 6 | 
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Names written in the Book of the 
"WL 2mb. All that dwelt upon Earth ſhall +; 8 4 
9 Vorſhip the Beaſt, whoſe Names are not I 
ritten in the Book of Life of the Lamb A 
ain from the F 0undation of tim 
Vorld. And here-in the Text, ye 
Lead of # Name written in lenden. 
They that have an Intereſt in tlie 


» Wictting love of God, that are his 
Fo hoſen Ones, their Names are writ- 
1 n in the Book: of Life. But theſe 
ing in a fallen State with the reſt 


the loſt World, muſt be redeem'd 
ith the Blood of Chriſt, and when 
hey come to ſhare in the redeeming 
ove of Chriſt, then they may be 


A 15 * lit N. 2410 © v7 ii Fong: 
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1 


? Book of the Lamb. | 1 
And when the Spirit of Grace 
th changed and ſanctified them, 
cd ͤgiven them a Right to eternal 
fe, then their Names may be ſaid 
be written iu Heaven, . 
If ye ſhare in tlie eleing Love 
God, ye ſhall alſo ſhare in the 
deeming Grace of Chriſt; and if 
are redeemed by Chriſt, ye {hall 
{hare_ 


et ods 


ww . 0 3 
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ſhare i in the renewing and ſanQtihY 4 
ing Work of the Spirit. 
If your Name be written in 2M 
Book of Life, it ſhall be written | | 
the Book of the Lamb; and if it bi 
in the Book of the Lamb, it {hall bi 
written in Heaven, and if it be wr 
ten there, then Rejoice not that 1M 
Spirits are ſubjecF to you : But rarhel 
Rejeſe becauſe your Names ate write 
eaven. , 
But I conceive that all theſe vari 
ous Phraſes of the Holy Ghoſt, iz 
nity one and the ſame Thing, zo 
written in the Book of Life, and in th 
3 of the Lamb, is all one in Sens 
with this Phraſe before us in thi v 
Text, of having our r Names writteng N 
in Heaven, | 4 
Now the writing our Names i 1 
Heaven, imports and imphes Threſ J 
Things. 
1ſt. The Foreknowledge of Golf 
the Names of Believers are {aid 'W 
be written in Heaven, becauſe: the 
are. as certaiply and as diſtinalfl 


know 


fe 
. * 
* * 
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q * 
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* Name in Heaven, Ke. 19 
ifyi i 
on to God, as if their Names 
re written and recorded there. 


1 thy od is faid mot to know the Wicked, 


en! | 
it 6 Wtthew' 7. 23. But he knoweth 
Ibs that are his, Jou only have I known 


urn! all the Families of the Earth, Amos 


r 276 
a he 
itte 


nds fare, having this Seal, the 
d knows them that are his, 2 Tim. 
19. 5 

2d. The writings our Names in 
eaven, implies an Intereſt in the 
lecting Love of God, Philip. 4. 3. 


7arid 
fg; 


to bf 


m je; that is, who are in an elected 
htte, choſen to Salvation and eter- 
1 mutäble and eternal Decree, 
« erein, as in a Book, the Names 
hre che Elect are written. 1 

= 3d. The Writing the Name im- 


185 
1 . 


5 


lies and ſuppoſes the begetting Faith 


1 110 LVU Es ee. 


BY the Heart. A Man's Name may 
ru ſaid to be written in Heaven, 
Alben he can by Faith apply the 


_ romiſes of Life and Glory to his 
Pul, and fee his Part in them, and 
7 1 | Title 


=} 
"x = 
_ 
5 
* * 


2. The Foundation of the Lord 


0% Names are written in the Book of 


il Life, e Qank it I ic Gods. 


ms 4 
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Title to them. 2 | 

A Man's Name is then written 
Heaven, when by Faith in Chr 
he doth obtain a Right to the et 
nal Inheritance; and I will add tig 
when by a conſtant growth in Gr 
and Sagctification, he doth labof 
after a fitneſs for Participation ary 
Poſſeſſion. þ | 
For you muſt know that there 
a double Right to Heaven, whidy 
every one mult have that would 14 
. 

There is a Right of Inheritaneff 
and a Right of Fitness. ; 

'The one is appendant to Fair I 
the other 1 15 annexed 0 tlie ucmog * 
Degrees of Grace and Holineſs. A 
Faith gives a Title to Heaven an 
Bleſſedneſs; we have a Right of Inf 
| heritance granted by Chriſt upo 
our firſt Bekeving, John 1. 12. 1 
as many as received him, to them gave lg 
Power (in the Greek it is rather, 1 
gave them the Right or the Privif 
ledge) to become the Sons of God: And 


it 


[ 
t 
1 
; 
| 


a great Privilege indeed, it is 
n but to few. | 
chold mimt manner of Love the 


WW041/d be called the Sons of God, 
hn 3. 1. This is the nem Name 


but they that receive it, Rev. 


and this lies in our Attainments 


ghout, when Grace is impro— 


anc up, then we have a Right of 


ail 
voto. 


4c 
* 


ang 
f In 
upor 
. 18 


De bi 


Ihe. Foundation of the World; 


Peath of Jeſus Chriſt; we are 

to it by the Pr eaching of the 
W!; but, we are not actually en- 
into it, till we are renewed 


anctified by the Holy Ghoſt. 
There 


5 | K 
iv 
And 


it 
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* 
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er hath beflowed upon us, that 
e white Stone, which none can 


it then there is a Right of Fit-. 
race; when we are ſanctified 
to the utmoſt, and our Meaſure 
5 for Heaven, and a State of 


e are decreed to this State by 
Fternal Love of God from be- 


e redeemed to it by the Blood 
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There are four Doctrines wii 
the Words of the Text afford to 
Doctr. 1. That rejogcing in q 
ward Mercies is warrantable; 
Lord Chriſt doth here allow of f 
even when he preferreth the Joy 
a Name written in Heaven befor 
Doc. 2. That when the 1\lY8 
vouchſafeth us any Matter of | 1 
joicing in the Mercies and Bleſſiſ 
he bettoweth upon us, the belt o 
are too prone to take up wit 
carnal felfiſh Joy ; this Docin 
is imply'd in —4 Rejoice not. K 
_Dodir. 3. That. though rejoic 
in outward Mercies is good and vl 
rantable, yet to terminate our oP 
and let our Hearts reſt in then 4 
evil and ſinful. 0 
Rejoice not in this; that 1 18, nol 
this as the chief Good, not as| 1 
higheſt Cauſe of Joy, not ſo a 1 
hinder your Hearts from a hi 
and nobler Matter of Rejoicing i 
Doctr. 4. That a Right to, 
Intereſt in the Glories of the W. 
to come, is a greater Ground of 


| N 


cc. 4 Name in Heaven, &c. 23 
lian any thing this World can af- 
to rd. The greateſt Ground of Joy 
n 0 aginable 1 is to have a Name writ- 
> Wn in Heaven. 
of I ſhall paſs by the Two former 
ſoyſhoctrines, being only implyed: in 
orhe Text, and ſpeak a little to the 
14 hird, to make way to the Laſt, 
ff , hich I chiefly intend to inſiſt UPON, 
ell Do##y. 3. That though rejoicing 
to outward Mercies is good and 
4 Warrantable, yet to terminate our 
dy, and let our Hearts reſt 1 in them, 
3 ernans ſinful. 
joiq . It proceeds from an evil Cauſe, N 
fr It bath an evil Effect. — 
wr 1 1. It proœceds from an evil Cauſe, 
zem 4 d that is inordinate Love of ſenſual 
Wbjects; for Joy in any thing is pro- 
nol ortioned to Love we never rejoice 
7 9 uch in any thing but what we love 
Puch now to have the choiceſt 
bid 1 eſpets of an immortal Soul, laid 
ay Wt upon, and center inpreſear and 
etiſhing 'Comforts, is a great Evil. 
W. 2. It bath an evil Effect; ; hereby 
off od is diſparaged, the Lord Chriſt 


def. 


2 WM Fe 
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deſſ piſed, the unſeen Vlories neg. 
= | leed, the Soul! in Danger of being 
4 miſſed and ruined. See Job 21. from 
4 the 7th Verſe to the 15th. 

„ We hereby — wrong Ul 
el Hh Mercies of God, which ar 
given to raiſe our Hearts, not fort . 
N Beavis to reſt in; to elevate oury 
The > Cons, not to terminate them; : 
do fully our Hearts up, not to Swat 

8 2 1 Nr $473 'F ft 
Preſent Injoyments ſhould be as 
Or 2 Glaſs for be Soul to take a view. 
- of the Goodneſs of God in; David 
4 | faith; The Earth is full of his Goadne/i,® 
1 , 33. 5. you may injoy God in: 
** 1 l 

every Creature, and have an ac. * 
iq 13 Count of his Goodneſs from ver, 0 
6 Comfort. i 12; 

| F To the believing. Be, there, is 2% 
LSE Tranſparency in the Creature; Baith! 1 
ls can ſes divine Goodnffs and pon 
K beamipg thro? every Mercy; andy 
Y they thats cannot, cam never rightly 
| uſe them, nor. nocht! ie 
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TheſenſaatHeartmakes a Cloud 
5 hide him, of that which God 
ade for a Glaſs, in which we might 
e him. God made it for a Win- 
Wow to let in the Light of his Love, 
Id we make it a Curtain to ſhut it 
Mut. 4 
To let our Hearts reſt in preſent 
ercies, is to make them our I- 


ages, our Idols, and this is the 
Wi2heft Abuſe of Mercy. : 


S2 


W 1. This God hath expreſly for- 
i dden, Thou [halt not make to thy ſelf 

Le of any thing in lin | 
„e. Exod. 20 4. To make the 
i rcature our chief Good, is to put 
Ain the Room and Place of God, 
1 d make to our ſelves an Image 
2. This hazzards the Continuance 
our Mercies : When once we be- | | 
iin to ſet up Idols, it is time for | 


©; EI * 
3 33 _ — 


_— . 
a ed to pull them down: When 


e our Hearts center in them, he 
i Fall quickly remove them, one of 


Se Two things God always doth 


e £1115 caſe, 
SS C Ei- 
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Either he takes our Comforts 
from us to recover our ReſpeQts to 
himſelf, or if he leaves them with 
us, then he withdraws himſelf. 


Application. 
Would you not then that your 
Hearts ſhould terminate in any thing 
*below ? Hearken then to a double 
Exhortation. . % NY 0g 
1. Whatever you Love, let it be 
alſo your Fear; Fear will be a Bri- 
dle to Love, nothing hath ſuch Ad- 

2 upon us to Steal our Hearts 
from God, as the Things we love and 
delight in. Have you a Child or 
Relation you love, a Friend or 
Companion you love, Cc. O be jea- 
lous ot them, for theſe, like Wine, 
and New Wine take away the Hart. 
Hoſ. 4. 11. | 7. | 
If what you love be not ur 


Fear, it will be your Loſs and r- Pp 
row; if Samſon had feared-his Detwab| 
as much as he loved her, he had fav'd ; 


both his Locks and his Life. Solo- 
mon's Wives became his Woe, 
TYP fondling 
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ondling Children often repay their 
arents Dotage in Tears and Trou- 
les, being Thorns 1n their Sides, 
nd a Grief to. their Soul; Whatever 
10 overloveſt look to find it thy 
: roſs or thy Curſe. = 
„2. Then live above the Pleaſures of 
> Wenſe; what have you no nobler 
"Joi Job \ 42 
Pelights? Have you not a God to 
efFclight in? A Chriſt to ſolace your 
Puls in Communion with? What a 
. Vor thing it is to put your Souls off 
FF ith thoſe. Delights wherein the 
ruits have as great a ſhare as you! 
here is peace with God? Where is 
. = . ? 7 9 
in the Holy Ghoſt? Where is 
. eace of Conſcience? Where, is tlie 
. Wope of Glory? Where is 4 Name 
7 4 # AY) * 
, en iu Heaven ? Theſe are the 
Wly proper Paſtime for immortal“ 
Puls. And this leads me to the 


$ 
) 
1 


Joy immaginable 15 to have 4. 


„ane mritten in Heaven. An Intereſt 
the Glories of the other World is 
| truer and nobler Cauſe of re- 
C 3, joycing 


28 A Name in Heaven, &c. 
ing than an thing that this 
: yeing th Mora, a 
1 need, produce no other Proof of 
Wien of this Doctrine than the 
uthotity of the Text it ſelf; it 
dands Ws in the Light of its own 
; oy idence; the Lord Christ himſell 
5 aid 1 ir, and therefore we ought 
10 e , 
Fut why is it 0? & 
cal. 1. Name written in Hei 
ih, 18,4 rich Reſult of Electing Love o 
"Tel is the n moſt comfortable Artri 
bute in Ggd, the beſt Name th: 
Create {ph him by. God it) 
/ 3 Johg 4. 16. There are three 
ae to be Voobaerea 1 5 
. Love ads with a Priority ti 
other Attributes; Wiſdom con 
tribes the Good and Felicity of che 
Creature; Fower and 1 
maturate, 3 and bring the Cont rive 
ments of Wiſdom to pais : but L 
hath the firſt hand in 1155 W ork. I 
Was Love that firſt ſummoned tha 
great Counſel held by all the "Fe 
er 


0 
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erſons in Elohim, when neither Men 
or Angels exiſted, 
It was Love that firſt pitcheſ up- 
on the Son, and laid him as the Foun- 
ation of the whole Structure of 
Man's Salvation and Bleſſedneſs. 
Love ſeat Chriſt into the World, 
Love put him to Death, Love male 
him an Offering for Sin, John 3. 16. 
all the Attributes of God act in the 
Strength of Love, and all the Pro- 
vidences of God follow the Noto 
of Love. x 

2. Electing Love 'is the prope 
Source of alf our other Mercres; f 
the Apoſtle makes it, Epheſ. t 
d, Ath. Who hath bleſed' us wr) all 
piritual Bleſſings; How fo? uccortlizg 
as he hath choſen us in Chriſt; ald 
what thoſe. piritual Bleffings ate 
he tells you v. 6. he ba mae Ly 
accepted in the Beloved. © 17 
14 whom we have Redemption Ur 
his Blood, the forgivene * of dla 
"ding to the Riches of * ts Grace, v. 


cx F. 


2 
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i hath abounded toward 4s in al 
 MWifdom and Prudence, v. 8. 
Huving made known to us the 35 
fer of his. Will, v. 9, 
Is whom we have obtained an : Inheri 
France, v. 11. that is, « Name write 
in Faves, All which the Apoſtli 
keſolves again into Electing Lord , 
v. 11. being predeſtlinated according if & 
the Purpoſe c of him tho works all thing 
2&6cording 19 th e Counſel of his own will 
3- Love is the only Attribut 
{Which God hath acted to the utmoſt « 
f 
f 
| 


Me c have never ſeen the Uiwoſt of his 
Power, what God can do; but we 
Ibave ſeen tlie utmoſt of his be 
e bath found a Ranſomfor Loſt 8 Fouls, 
Job 53. 24, Hie hath laid help upon On! 
that is mighty Pſal. 89. 19. He hail 
. $aberriccled Diviatty in Fic b, 1 Tim. 
3. 16. made his Soul an 0 ering for 
Sin, laid ub him the Iniquity f 
Nella. 53,11. made us the Rug) 
tech meſs. of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 
21. accepted us in the Beloved, Ephel, 
2. 6. made us Jo t together in Heaven: 


9 
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ly Places in Chriſt Jeſus, Epheſ. 2. 6. 
written bur Names in aden. Ho 
can divine Love put forth greater 
Effosts of it ſelf than theſe? 

It is infinite Love, and it gives. 
the Soul Intereſt in an infinite Good, 
intitles it to an infinite Bleſſedneſs, 
and ſo fills the Soul with an infinite 
Satisfaction. | 
And is not an Intereſt in BleQing 
Love the higheſt Cauſe of rejoycing? 
The Scripture compares the Love of 


ul Wine is faid to make glad the Hearty, 
1 Pfal 104. 15 but the Love of God is 


better than Wine, Cant. 4. 109. it gives. 
4 Name in Heaven, which caules'an 
eternal Refoycing. 189 1 

_ Red. 2. A Name written in Hea- 
ven is a Mercy with a DiſtinQion, 
a peculiar appropriated Priviledge; 


David prays, Pſal. 106. 4, 5. Rs- 
member me, O Lord, with the Favour 
„oa bareſt to thy People; but the He- 
brew reads it thus, Record me, O Lord, 


in good will to his People re- 
= C4 cords. 'I 


32 Name in Heaven, &c. 
cCords their Names in the Book of 
Lid and there David would be re- 
E. -# too; and why ? That 1 may 
fee the Good of thy Choſen, that I may 
rejoyce in the Clad of thy Nation, 
that I may glory with thine Inheritance. 
Nothing is ſo great a Cauſe of re- 
joycing and glorying as this. 
What if God give you Life, Ri- 
ches, Relations, Honours ? There 
00 Diſtinctio in all this q can you 
rove your Title to the Love of God 
by any, or all of theſe ? Solomon | 
plays no,  Ecclefpaſtes 9. 1. No Man 
ulld ov bated by all that is Me 
him, A Man may have Life, And . 
yet be dead to God, ead 1 Tr; Mi! 
a Man may be Rich at yet wreteh- ih 
ed, we may have Children, and yet 
be our ſelves Children of Wrath r 
all that} God doth not love us in 
giving us Sons, unleſs he give us his 
"own Son: A Man may have Ho- 
nour and yet not be honoured of 
God; Herod Was Hofoured of the 
| People, and yet eaten upof Worms, 
"w__ 12. 21, 22, 2þ 29 3 
C- 
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« Peculiar Mercy cauſes peculiar rę- 
joycing, common Mercics can cauſe 
but common Joy; a Name 2 — 
2 Wer is a 8 Wn a. Diltin og 


| the Op 


# 


re- are Written-in t the 0 2 
13. Al that far ſale thee Bal; 

i- Je, their Names ſhall be 2 57 . 

re e. becauſe, tex have forſaken the 

u £074, the Fountain of en Wa ahers. 

d The Expreſſion hath mych in it ir 

ys | travels wich a Curſe. e 

» 

e 

f 

5 

t 

N 

| 


: The Earth, i is oppoſed to Heaven; 3 
as Name in Heaven \mponts. ghe- f 
greateſt CS a Name writ- 
1 U the Earth imp ys 1 e 
| r V. 8 

The Earth is a Place of, Cort! 
ration, it ſhall not laſt always; 
den (that is the lower Heaven Th and 
Earth ſhall paſs away, our Lard Clift 
lays, Matt. 5. 18. A Name Wien 
4 in'the Each implys à ſhort DugatE- 

a, Name f no e 
— Bildad of, * Wicked % 5300 

is 


D C5. 1 
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25 5 "Fe Roots ſhall be dried ap bentath 
g bis Hr inch be cat off. 

rth-is a Place of 'Poitrita- 
e n e een what is buried 


s 


e ſoon turns to Rottenneß 


Ns according to that o 
21 mow : Pate Tot 7 . the Murs of 
Wicked ſhalt rot. „N 
'* The Farth a Pcs of Oblivion, 
"Wha is written in Heaven is record. 
ech for ever; büt w Hut is Written in 
the Duſt is ſoon forgottetr'; ſo ſays 
Haan of the Wicked] Jh 18. 1). 


| 5775 And he-fb potato E Vane 22 
der 4 hell : A ol 

ct, 18. he ſhall be driven fran Liphe 

5 78 Darkneſs ſr, And cha ee the 
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150 4 haßt dot Gad bad et 
el} EN — The 


[Dwelling bo e OL 


5 that © Nao aghs Earth — | 


rely Weed Dwellings 


Wicked, and this im h Place of 4 


- . >2 mn, <0 


"Fs Is ſhall peviſh from the 


written in the Earth is, and yet the 
Names of the greateit part of Men 
and Women in the World are writ- 


A, Name in Heaven, &c. 35 
The. Earth is, deſigned for burn- 
ing; it is decreed to be Fuel for the 
Conflagration of the great Day, 
when the Lor 4 Chr iſt [ball be revealed 


from Heaven in flaming Fire, 2 Theſ. 


1. 7, 8. So faith the Apoſtle, 2 Peter. 

3. 10. The Day of the Lord will come, 
in which the Heavens ſhall paſs away 
with 4 great. Noiſe, and the Elements 


ſhall melt with fervent Heat, the Earth 


alſo, and the Works that. are therein 


ſhall be burnt ap. Whatever is of Af. 
finity to Earth muſt feel the Flames: 
| of that, trying, Da 


| Day; not only. the | 


ſures of the Earth, tlie Pleaſures of 


the Earth, the Names written in the 
Earth, earthly Affections, earthly 
Fruitions, earthly Deſigns, earthly. 
Hearts, all muſt together make Fu- 
el. for that Fire: For the Earth and 
all the Works that are therein ſhall. 


be burnt u: 


Lou ſee: what a Curſe. a Name 


ten: 


* 
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ten there to bave a Name written 
in Heaven! is the Portion but of few, 
it is a ſpecial Privilege by which the 
Lord doth diſtinguiſh his from the 
teſt of the World ; and therefore'to- 
havea Namein Heaven, i is Cauſe of 
e indeed,” 

a A Name written in Hea- 
Ne er the Soul in the hügheſt 
lat) on to Key vou are his Chil- 
dren, his Sbns and” Daughiters, the 
Adopted of the Lord, 2 what 
greater Ground of Joy imaginable? 
” Whatever Extellency there is in 
the Relation, the Benefit of that 
Excellency redounds to the Corre- 
late by Virtueof the Tie of that Re- 


[3 275 | 

Waris 6 that firſt cloaths'; your 
fy 4 with Honour and Name, Jar 
the Noblencfs of his Deſcent; nd 
 *kew'comes your Honour and Gr at- 
neſs to deſcend upon him hut hy be- 
Aeg. of the fame Blood It 4s the 
Pear neſs of the Relation that intitles | 

him to all. 80 all chat is iu God, 
. his Excellenys, all his Attri- 
bautes, 


PA 
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butes; his WiKdom; his Power, his 
Love, his Juſtice, his Providente, 
all are yours, and work for your 
ec Benefit and e bo Virtue of 


0 this Relation. 
Ff There is a ewofold Relation to 


God. 2 
Al | 0 Relation 3 of Servants 


But the Difference between chem 
e is very great, eſpecially in \five 
t Things. 

2 1ſt The Relation of Servants i isa 


n common Relation; all the Crea- 
it tures-in the World are Gods Ser- 


vants, as he is the great Maſter and 
- | Houſcholder of Heaven and Earth. 
Cod hath Servants of all ſorts, Good 
r and Bad; 5 hath good and: 1 
t Se, pants, Matt. 25. 23. aud he bath 
d wic bed 4d ' flotbfal Servants,” v. 25. 
he hath ſome that Honour hirn, ant 
-ſome that Honour wt, but re- 
e bel! a oxint-him:. H maity 
8 gars that take Wi rl 5 
, dut as the Devils Work“. 
- All Creatures Rand'1 in his Rela- 


15 tion 


in 


” * 
Ty. :-2 
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tion to God, the very Devils them. 
ſelves are ſubject to his Command,. 
every Kee bows to him, both of thing 
in Heaven, and things in Earth, and 
things under the Earth, Phil. 2. 10. 
But the Relation of Sons is a pe- 
culiar ſpecial Relation, that apper: 
tains but to few. God hath many 
Servants, but he hath but few Sons; 
he hath many in Subjection, but 
in this Relation: All are his 
Subjects, but all are not bis Sons and 
Dapghtors: 
-2: The Relation.of; r iS-4 
_mercenary. Relation; the Duty. of 
that Relation is drawn forth by the 
Rewards of it; Servants work for 
Hire, it is Wages they chiefly look 
485 God bath * h Servantz, 
t are meerly .mercenarys. in all 
4 jeir Duties. They know, God is 
od Maſter, pay 1 ive and 7 
Food ach 


FI Y 


a 


| his. bebe 5 | 
hauntiful, re they . 
As many fol * the Ford 0 brif 
when he was upon Earth, not be- 


W Cauſe 
1 : | 


© xd g 1 „ a : | 
cauſe of his Miracles; but becauſe 


' of his Morſels; not becauſe they 
Ml would be /t, but becauſe they 
did eat of the loaves, and were filled, 


John 6.26. It was not for the fake 
of his Perſon, but his Proviſion; 
got out of love to the Truth, fo 
muchi as the Trenchard. The 


7 Lord Chriſt hath many ſuch Ser- 
Ml vants now, that call themſelves the 
is Servants of Chriſt, and Miniſters: of 
dg Chriſt, but they are but Tr-nchard- 
Chaplains to him. It is the Salary 
af they look at, more than the Service; 
of Pignities,' more than Duty; the 
e Preferments of the Church, more 
than the Concernments of it: The 
K have the FHlieſb hoo of the Law in 
s their Hand; 1 Sam.s. 13; 14. often to 
i {rveithemſetves;; but the Bool of the 


Law is in their Hand but ſeldom, 
Ds whereby they ſhould ſave themſelves, 
1; 4124 them that hear them, 1 Tim, 4. 16. 
M | Theſe folow:Chriſtindeed;-but it 
n. for the Lbaves; no Wages, no Work: 
7 Likethem in Malacſy, ch; 3. 14. that 
e. cy out, What Profit is it — 
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But now the Relation of Sons is 
more ingenuous: Sens obey and 
ſerve in Ingenuity; not for-Reward, 
but Duty, they Labour, becauſe 
they Love. Not but that the Chil. 
dren of God may look at the Re- 
wards promiſed. + Moſes was Inge- 
Nuous in all his Performances, and 
yet he had a Reſpect to the Recom. 
pence of Reward, Hebr. 11, 26. Ghrift 
"was a Son in the higheſt Relation, 
the Son of God's choiceſt Regards, 
Matth. 17. 5. and yet it is ſaid of 
Hlm, in his enduring the Creſs, and 
Aliſpiſing the Shame, that He had 'ar 
eye to the Joy that: was ſet gane him, 
Hebr. 12. 2. A Dutiful Child may 
look at his Iaheritance; yet, che 
avould; pay the Obedience of Children, In 
„ eee ee i 
iber s Bag d di ei ven! 


Nb ws S 
z The Relation of Sans, is 2 
* 


Communicative;Relatian!gIHeRE:- | 
lation” of a Servant is not 1Had: 104 | 


Maſter doth npt impart al his Mind, 
vor düclete Jus Sgcrv1s.20 hip Yer 
| 41. — = Ry 


vant, 
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ant; he lays upon him his Com- 
ands, but doth not betruſt him 
ith his Secrets. So ſaith our Lord 
brift, John 15. 15. Henceforth 1 
ll you not Servants, for the Servant 
ows not what his Lord doth, But a 
& Wather will diſclole and communi- 
ate his Heart to his Child; he will 
ell all his Mind, and Will, and 
ounſels, to his Son. 


4. The Relation of Servants gives 
o Claim; it doth not intitle them 
o the Eſtate of their Lord: The 
aw allows them a preſent Main- 
ance, but m Share in the Inhe- 
Nang i Fg; ve Yr >.8 57 
But- the Relation of a Son, 18 
ntitling; it gives a Claim: By 
wtue of his Scmſbip, he hath à Title 
d what, is his Father's; His Father's 
iches, His Father's Honou 18, Cc. 
If you are the Children 0 God, 
du are horn Heirs, and your Inhe- 
France is the greateſt in this Worll 

r the next ; for God Himſelf as 
our Portion; and all He is, 2 
| EL. a 
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all He hath, is the Lot of your Inh 
Ke” | l 


» & 


FE ritance. 


5. The Relation of Servants 
not laſting; it is Arbitrary, founde 
in Will and Pleaſure : You ta 
one Servant, and put away anothe 
at your Pleaſure. But the Relatic 
of a Son, is abiding, it laſts for Eve 
to the end of Being: So ſays 0 
Lord Chrif, John 8. 35. The Serv 
abides not in the boaſe for ever, b 
#he Son abideth ever. It you are t 
Children of God, you are take 
into a Laſting Relation that ſhah* 
never end: God is your Father fo 
ever, and you are his Children f. 
ever; it is an Everlaſting Reb 
tion. e 
mear Relation to the Great God 
Sons and Daughteri*of God, is t 
| -higheſt Title I ever heard of i 
| the World. Diwvid was mad 
but Som in- Lam to à King, not vo 
a San; he Was not of the Blood; 
Royal, but by Favour taken in 1 
. | mad 
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made a Son, and it was but a Son- 
in-Law neither, by Marriage, and 
this Sonſhip was hut to a King, that 
dies like other Men, Pſal. 82. 7. 
and yet the Thoughts of it wrought 
to aſtoniſhment in him: Seemeth it 
a ligt thing to you to be Som. in- Lam 
zo a Ming 1 Sam. 18. 23. What 
is it then to be taken into an Eter- 
nal Sonſbip to an Everlaſting Father, 
before whom the Kings of the Earth 
are as Graſhoppers ; that bringeth the 
Princes to nothing, and maketh the 


hy 


edges of the Earth as vanity, Iſa. 40. 
7 ws Boy... ROY 
fo 


, .eg tt. n L 
Reaſ. 4. 4 Name written. in Heaven, 
gives an aſſured Hope of Heaven: 
We are by this, for ever {et free 
from all 4 of miſcarrying. If 
ye have a Title, never queſtion the 
Poſſeſſion: If the Right be yours, 
ye {hall ſurely Inherit; When you 


look over a company of Deeds, and 
e the Name of ſuch a particular 
erſon run through them all, and 


an rpresly mentiond in che Con- 
2%: qo | veyance, 


* 
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veyance, and all things run in his 
Name; you conclude that Eſtate 
his, it belongs #0 him, and will 
come to him, for all the Law in" 
the World is on his fide. _ 

It is ſo in the Caſe in hand; il 
ye have 4 Name written in Heaven 
the Eſtate is yours, the Conveyance! 
is made to you: The, Covenant 5; 
the Main Deed, which is ſealed in 
the Blood & Chriſt, and therein th: 

Inheritance is macde oer and con: 


here is an inſeparable Connexion 
between Election and Salvation 
Tho? there are many Links in the 
Golden- Chain that reach from on 
to the other, yet not one of them 
can be broken * V. hom. be did | pre- 
ALucſtinate, them he called ; and mon 
he caled; them he jaſſiſei; and whon 

be jaſtified, them he alſo glarified 
III is obſervable, in what Tenſ 
| the Spirit of God puts it; not ii 
the Future, as a thing to be done} 
but in a Tenſe. that notes it don 
114 7 already 


A Name in Heaven, &c. 45 
ready, to ſhew the Certainty of it. 
If our Names are written in Heaven, 
> ſhall as ſurely ſhare in the Glo- 
ies of it, as if already in Poſſeſſion; 
ay, we are already in Poſſeſſion : 
Partly in Chriſt, who is already 
Enter'd upon the Inheritance in our 
Right, Hebr. 6. 20. Whither the Fore- 
anner is for us entered. Hence that 
of the Apoſtle, e hath made us fit 
ropether in heavenly places, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Eph. 2. 6. ee 


"Partly by the Promiſe : We have 


lus 


the Deeds, though we do not enjoy 


. | 0 b "wh ; OT. 4 i 
heMthe Eftate ; we keep the Title, 
ge though we do not poſſeſs the Inhe- 
or itance. = | Manes . 


Partly in the Firft-fraits of Glory, | 
Rom. 8. 23. 'which we receive by 
the Spirit of God, and the Graces *of 
the Spirit in our Hearts. Entrance 
upon the leaſt Part of an Eſtate, 
gives a Right to the Poſſeſſion, as 
Well as Entrance N 
The leaſt Turf of the Premiſſes 
conyeys the Inheritance, and gives 
Avery and Seiſin of all the Demeins. 
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Holy Land, the. Land. of Promiſe, 
whereby Cod doth actually Iriftate 


mination. Is 4 N ame written in 


Purpoſe, Gal. 6. 4. Let every. man 


4 be no true Cauſe of fJoy inthe Heart, 


Som; and you do well : But doth 
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Grace in the Heart, is a Turf of the 


us. 10. the Glorious Inheritance. 


1 * 4 NE 


SEE eee, 
The: Firſt Ve, ſhall be for. Exa- 


Heaven, the: trueſt Cauſe. of Re- 
joycing ? Then let us fee what 
Cauſe of Rejoycing we may have 
in our ſelves upon this Account. The 

Apoſtle's Counſel is plainly to this 


prove his own, work, and then ſhall be 
have rejoycing in himſelf, and not in 


another. n 
Vou have heard That there. can 


but 4 Name written in Heaven. 

Vou have (Madam) ſet this Day 
apart for an Anniverſar of, 00 1 
joe ing in the Birth, me 7 
Hope of your Pleaſant 0 2 — 1 


Foun Joy _ here ? or is God the 
begin- 


* 
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inning of it? Is « Name in 


aden the chief ground of your 
? 


Rb. But you will Reply, Who 
ay his Name is writtenin Heaven ? | 
ho hath thus far known the Mind 
the Lord? To whom hath he |} 
any time opened the Sealed Book 
his Secret Decrees? Was ever 

y Man admitted into the Regions 
Dove, to ſearch the Eternal Records 

f the Divine Purpoſe ? 

Anſw. Surely, No: But yet let 
e, in Anſwer to this, lay down 
wo Concluſions. o af. þ5is 


te 


I. The Knowledge of this, That 
r Names are written in Heaven; 
attainable-: Why, elſe are we 
ommanded to 4 our C alling and 
lection ſure ? Wou'd the Lord 
hrift have call'd upon us to rejojee, 
auſe our Names are written in 
eaven, if it were a thing that,cou'd 
ot be known ?.: Surely therefore 
is no ſuch Secret, as lies out of 
e reach of Faith's Attainment. - 


* | Indeed, 4 
I- 8 1 wy 4 
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Indeed, to Wicked, Unbelievins 
and Impenitent Sinners, the Know 
ledge of this is impoſſible. How. ca 
a Man that forſakes God, know tha 
his Name is written in Heaven, whe; 
God ſays, They that forſake him, thei 
Names ſhall be written in the Earth 
But Belzevers may attain to th 
Knowledge of this. WER 
2 s the Knowledge of it is at 
talnable, fo it is evident from Sen 
pture · Inſtance, that many have a 
tained to it: God hath ſometime 
unſealed the Book of his Decreeſ 
and held it open to the Believin 
Eye; ſo that the Soul hath bee 
inabled to read its Intereſt in D 
vine Love, bythe Spiritual 'Optich 
of 'Faith ; For Faith is the Eviden 
of: things not ſeen, Hebr. 11.1. Fail 
can make its paſſage through a 
the Obſtructions that lie in the waſ 
between! à Soul at home in th 
Body, and an abſent God; for thif 
is the caſe of every Incarnate Chr 
ſtian. The Soul is as yet wrapt u 
n ö 


en allah our 
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s Matter, impriſon'd in Fleſh, 
4 q.98-9%; to an abode in a taber-) 
acle of Clay; and therefore di- 
tanced from God, and utterly unca- 
able of any fartker Converſe and 
ommunion with him, than what 
bs by the Mediation of 
ait 7 
Now Faith enters within 5 
ail, removes the Soul out f the 
alleys of $ enſe, and ſets it pon, 
he bicheſt Ground: of Goſpel- Conſos , 
tion, that it may ſtand at the 
aireſt advantage to get a Proſpect 
to the Glory of the other World. 
4th draws. infallible. Concluſions 
F the Goodneſs of its State, from 
5 k Decrees of Elecling 
What elſe made Job ſay, 
* that my Redeemer, lives, und. 
at be ſhall fland at the latter day 
pon the earth ; and that though worms 


eftroy this body, yet in my fleſh 1 ſhall 
„God, e ny ſelf? 
* ob 69. 25; 26, 27. 
And What made St. Paul glory 
che Lord Chriſt, crying out, Who. 
D __ | 


oy 
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Cel 
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How ſhall a Man be able to know 
”" that bs Ni ame ts written in Heaven: 


50 A'Name in later, 8. 
loved me; and we bimſelf for me 
Gal. 2. 20. A0 What made the 
Charch ſay, With ſo much cont: 
dence, I am my "Belovea's, and m 
: Belovid 7 15 mine wy Cantic. 6. 5 


Out. But the Freat Queſtion | is, | 


— 2. >. ES 


— An ſw. There are certain Diſco 
veries of this i in a Man's ſelf; which 
if we attend to, We e ſure 
ret aud Witneſs, of. 32 1 


x." Efetudl Calling is 2 fare Proc 
| ot this: If the Call of God hath took 
hold of our Hearts, then our Names| 
ae written in Heaven, There i is an 
infeparable Connexion between E. 
lection and Vocation; and therefore, 
when the Apoſtle. bids us give all dil. 
gente to make our C alling and Election 
ſare; though Election be before 
Calling, (the one being an Immanent 
Act of God in Eternih, the other a | 
Ttanſient Act of God in Time) yet | 
dir D the _— Our 
: Calling 


— 


A Name in Heaven, &c. $1 
Calling ſare, in the firſt place; be- 
— can never bv Ge he is 
he Elected, till he is firſt Called, 
f.. Now tlien, if you wow'd know 
i whether your Names are written in 
Heavens; ſatisſig your ſelves in this, 
That the Call of God hath took effe- 
is Mctual hold of your Hearts. Hath 
it brought your Souls off from my 
thing below. Chriſt, wholly to fol- 
low Chriſt ? It is ſaid, when Chriſt 
called Peter and Andrew, they pre- 
ſently left their Nets, and followed 
him, Matth. 4. 18, 19. Every 
Man hath his Nezs, ſomewhat that 
his Soul is entangled in, till the Call 
of God take hold of him. Can you 
now, with Peter, when God calls, 
lay aſide your Nets, to follow him ? 
For it is not every Call, that will 
witneſs the Truth of our Election: 
There is an External Call of the 
Mora, that is ineffectual, it prevails 
not upon the Sinner's Heart, he 
turns a deaf Ear upon it; this Call 
leaves Sinners as it finds them, in 
their fins and luſts, Matth. 20, 16. 
r „ But 
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But then there is an Internal Call; 
when Mord and. Spirit go together, 
and work together, to bring the 
Soul off from Sin, and Luſt, and 
Self; and World, and all to Jeſus 
Chriſt; to live upon him as its Por- 
tion, and conform to Him as its 
Pattern. Now e if thou art thus 
Called, then is thy Name written in 
Heaven: And therefore thou mayꝰſt 
go and rejgfce indeed; for if any | 
in 5 hath - cauſes, thou | 
haſt. e Tr... 


tl 
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If 
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2. If the Law of God be written 
in thy Heart, then thy Name is mritten 
in Heaven. It is one of thie great 
Promiſes of the Nem Covenant, That 
God will write his Law in our Hearts, 
Reh „ n 
Qusſt. Now you will ſay, What 
15 this ED G??? . 7 
Anſm. It is the Law of Love, the 
Lam of Holineſs, a Law that takes din 
all the Duties that God requires of 

us, a Law of Univerſal Obedience 
_ Pfal. 40. 8. Thy Law is within in an 
Heart; 


"om in Heaven, &c. 53 , 


Heart; it is a Law that comprehends 
the whole Rule of the New: Cres- 
ture. The Law Mithin isa Counter- 
part of the Lam Mithout; ſo that, 
look whatever the Word of Goc 
commands, the Soul is enabled to 


perform, when this Lav. 16 written 
in the Hart. 


58 


Anfr. When He doth ꝓ powerfully 
impreſs a Divine Peep feat Gran 
by his Holy Spirit, in the Hear. 
Believers, are ſaid to be the Epe . 
of Chriſt, written not with Ink, but 
with the 998 of the Long God, 
2 Cor. 3. 3. An Epiſtle, is nothing 
elſe but a Paper] with the Mind ot 

a Man written in it, and ſent to 
another: Believers, are the Epiſtle-gf 
the Living God; there his Mind, 
and Will, and Law is Written, not 
in Tables of Stone, but in the fleſnly | 
Tables of the Heart. 

So that if the Law of God be writs 
ten in your Heart, then may you 
know that your Name is written im 
Heaven. - Con- my 


Queſt. When is God 0 to write | 
bis Lam in the Heart: 


\ 
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.Canverting Grace in the Heart, is 
cbe beſt Comment upon the Election 
c G; without which, the Eter- 
nal Decree concerning us, can never 
Se fead with Clearneſs, nor under- 
ſtoad with Comfort. "The: Decree 
travails and brangs forth, in a work 
of Grace in the Heart: The Mind 
2 „ 2 God, F concerning ur Eternal 
| Condition, is beſt known by a ſound 
Eoxiverfion % for there he ſpeaks 
Plainly z that Fuuntain o 1 
ran under Ground ch | 
abblcs:up, and breaks — A 
Nion, Godf ke within Himſelf. 
but in Conver God ſpeaks to the 
Soul: In Election, God mrote aur 
Names in Heaven ecretly ; but in 
0 enverſio a, we te them written there 


4 . , 
* ef 3 


1 Work of 0 fo vie Thr, 
carries 15 it a n Witness. 


S 


i That we are the Objects of q 
God's Election. © : 
| F hat Sin is Pardoned-through | 
1 Ghats Satisfaction. 5 


75 


3. That 


Ever? Now if Grace 


38. 25. hoſe this ffs and this 
Signet, and theſe. Bracelets are, his 
am I, and thou may'ſt rejojce, 1 

hope of Glory. No better Wit- 


in the Heart : Say not, Who ball 


the Deep, to ſearch for Hell, to ſceif 


/ 


" 5 [ 
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3. That God is Reconciled by 
Chriſt's. Iuterceſſſſunn. „ 
4. That we are Secure, as to 
Eternal Salvation. 2 * 


And the leaſt of theſe is worth a 
whole World. Who would not be 
willing to know himfelf the Choſen 
of God? Who would not be glad 
to ſee din Pardoned? Who would 
not rejoice in a Friendſbip with Gaa, 
whoſe Wrath burns to the loweſt 
HelF?' Who would not triumph, Br 
in an Aſſurance of being Saved for 

be wrought 
in thy Heart, this is thy Privilege . 
thou may'ſt ſay, with Tamar, Gen. 


2 - . 


neſs of our Names written in Heaven, 
than the Image of God engraven. 


aſcend to Heaven? &c. Rom. 19.6. 
As Sinners need not deſcend into 


D 4. * ** ar. 
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56 Name in Heaven, &c. 
their Names be written, by the 
Wrath and Vengeance of God, i 
Eternal Miſery: No, they may fin 
it nearer home; there is an Hell 
within them; there is the Stench 
and Filth of Hell, in their vile Affe. 
N the Smoak and Flames of 
Hell, in their burning and raging 
Luſts; the Darkneſs of Hell, in 
#their blind Minds; and ſometimes 


the Torments of Hell, in their guilty | 


and ſelflrevenging Conſciences, that 
"Worm that never dies, Mark 9. 44. 
So may Believers find a Heaven in 


their own Souls, a Heaven of Light, 


of Love, of Holineſs, of Joy and 
Praiſe ; the Kingdom of Heaven is 
Within your” ma 


3. If true Faith be wrovght in 
thy 


Acts 13. 48. God doth not ( 5 


Heart, then is thy Name written | 
in Heaven: 1 John 5. 10. He that 
 believeth on the Son of God, hath the 
witneſs in himſelf. Faith is a ure | 
Fruit of Electing Love: As many as | 
were ordained to Eternal Life, believed, 


* 
Ls 


— 


ets AO a, and fm. at 


— 


wh * 


* 
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* 
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x. | 7 
A Name in Heaven, &c. 55 


ſee from hence) Elect us becauſe 
we, Believe, (led ion upon Faith 


foreſeen, is an Arminian Dream) 


but We Believe becauſe, we are 
Elefted; it is ſomesof the firſtſruits 


which Eternal Love brings forth in 


— 


— 


the Heart; final Unbelief, is a fad. 


ſays our Lord Chriſt, Te believe not, 
beeanſe he are. wot of. my ſheepy; John 


10. 26. S ene * 7 
Wou'd you know then whether 


your Name be written in Heaven f 


Then ſee. y hat Faith is wrought. in 


your Hes. Hape ydu ever truly 
cloſed with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 
Do you heartily embrace Him, upon 
the Terms. He 4 offered in the. 


% 


Souls als, your Salvation, our Et rnal 


All, upon the ſungle bottom of a 
eyer made actual Application of the 
Blood and Rigbueouſueſ, of Chriſt td 


your D Conſciences, to take off 


that Guilt of Sin whereby your Souls. 


ſtand Bound-over, to Wrath and 


14 
* 


Fw 
M 7 
Sa on 


\ 
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Damnation? This is Faith of the 
Operation of God; and where-ever 
khis Faith is found! in the Heart, the 
Name of that Man, that Woman, 
I 1 5 Ve 75 1 "And'thereforo 
well may t ſay, In whom 
believing, i 9 be oe — unſpeakable 
nd axe of Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8. | 


„ Tfthe Fathers SIE wa 
in our Foreheaas, then are aur Names | 
written in Hraven. In Rev. 14. I. 
it is faid of thoſe that ſtood with 
tlie Laib upon Mount Sion, That 
the Falberds "Nite was en in 
their Fvrebe de. 
The Namt of God is 1 
| Forehead,” when we ©openly confeſs 
de Truths of God, and are not 
| aſhamedivf Religio n, nor aſhamed | 
to own God, and his Ways, and 
| Ordinances, and Peo ple, in the midſt 
of a Profit, Scoffin 
| rous Generation. Now ſays Our 
Lord Chriſt, He Abe confeſſe 5 me | 
| before nen, (that's the Name: 


Z ad 


written in the ed bins will "4 
% en 
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Treaſures in heaven: And Luke 12. 33. 


confeſs before my Father; that is, he 
ſhall have a Name written in Heaven, 

| Now where is the Name of God 
written? Do ye Repine at Difficul- 
ties, Shrink at Sufterings, Bluſh at 

being counted. Religious ? Are you 

Aſhamed of Chriſt, his Ways, his 
Name, his People , Why if ſo, 
his Name is not in your Fore heads. 
Or can you lift up your Heads, 


and ſhew your Faces, in the Cauſe 


of Chriſt? It ſhould be thus, 
God is not aſhamed to be called our 
Goa, Hebr. 11. 16. And will you 


be aſhamed to be calPd his Children, 


his Saints, his Witneſſes? Moſes was 
nct, when he eſteemed the reproaches- 
of Chriſt, greater riches than the trea- 
ares of Egypt, Hebr. 11. 29. He. 
had the Father's Name in his Forehead... 


5. If your great Work be, to- 
lay up treaſure in heaven, then your- 
Names are written in Heaven, This 
is. che Counſel of the Bleſſed Jeſu, | 
Matth. 6. 20. Lay ap for jour ſetves , 


Fro. 


: bo A Vane in Heaven, &c. 


Provide Jour fe ſe Ives bags which Wax not 


old, at eaſure in the heavens that 
faileth not. 


are Periſhing, Earthly Treaſures, 
canker'd and Moth-caten Treaſures, 
T reaſupes of Vanity. 

Chriſttas ! Where is your Tres 
ſare ? Ts it in this World, or the 
next? Is it in preſent Vanities, or 
future Glory ? 7 Is it in preſent Con- 
tentments, or in the Everlaſting 
Inheritance? Is it in Cern, and 
Mine, and Oil; or is it in the Light 
of Cor 5 Conntenance Is it in Profits, 

| 


Grace and Glory? ye build, 
and plant, and ſow in the other W orlad, 
that hereafter ye may reap in an 
Eternal Harveſt of Blefſedneſs ? If 


2 then are Jour N ames written in 
wen. 1 | 


6. If . „ are wi 
chk then are your Names written 

© mm Heaven. Phil. 3. 20. Our Con- 
8 — veſation is in Heaven, Many 20 
7 E 


2 — 


The Treaſures of moſt Men 


eaſures, and Honours ; or is it in 


„ 


4 
; 


dad 


ft 
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feſs Hope of Heaven, but their 
Converſations are in the mean while 
upon the Earth: Like -that fooliſh 
Actor, that whilſt his Eyes were 
. fix?d upon the Earth, cry'd, O Hea- 
ven, They ſavour only Earthly 
Things; Earthly Profits, Earthly 
Comforts, Earthly Vanities. 
Let a Man's Profeſſion be never 
ſo Heavenly, his Prayers and Duties 
never 10 Heavenly; yer if they are 
over-topp'd by an Earthly Conver- 
ſation, that Man's Religion is vain, 
The Scripture ſays expreſsly, Hun 
man love the World, the love of the 
Father is not in him, 1 John. 2. 15, 
Never talk of a Name in Heaven, 
ſo long as your Hearts are buried 
in the Earth: Where your Hearts 
are, there your Names are : If your 
Hearts are Earthly, your Names are 
in the Earth; Carnal, Worldly, Senſaal, 
Enemy to God, that is thy Name, 
and the Scripture gives thee! no o- 


ther, Jam. 4. . He that is. 4 friend 
of the world, 'is the enemy of God. © 

Now what is your Life? 9 
mi 0 
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do ye lius? ye live by Senſe, 
or do ye live by Faith ? Do ye 
live upon the en, or n the 
i oe $4 
aid of the 2— 7 man, 
Prov. 31. 14. that - ſbe fetchethy her 
food from far. So. doth the True Be. 
liever; * uſes the Bleſſings of the 
- Ereature, but he lives vpe! dhe Blet- 

; of the Covenant. 
Fran far.] Thats is, Ge out. of 
thanks hr and ken of the Natural 
Ey 0 it is Bread the World 
— not of. The Natural Man 
is blind, and cannot ſee afar off. 
God. hat ſet the world in their hearts, 
Eccleſ. 3. 11. They are i, 

to. this 2 5 F 
rom ar * # man 5 2 $ 
mot: in ithe.; chundance 72 2 
he. poſſeſſeth, Luke 12. 15. His Life 
aul with Chriſt in God, Col. . 3. 
and from thence: are the Comforts 
of his: Life. e fetobes his feolliffom, 
It. is Gad in Chriſt, and the 
Glories of the other World, that 


— * Breau of his Soul. 5750 | 
Do, 


Name in Heaven, &c. 63 | 
Vo ye fech gon. Food from fu, 
or nearer home? Are you fed by 
Senſe, with what is next; or doth 
Faith feed you, with Cluſters fetch d 
from the Holy-Land ? Do ye ſerve 
Fleſh,” Luſt, and Sins, and Times,; 
(whicl is the baſeſt Thraldom) or 
do ye ſerve God, and Chrift, whoſe 
; ſervite is per fed freedom? Rom 6. 16. 
f His ye are whom ye ſerve, The 
Apoſtle Paul will tell you” whom 
| 
| 


he ſerves ; The Lord whom ] ſerve in 
my ſpirit, Rom. 1. 9. Forgettin 

the L ret behind, I g preſs: 
the mark, Phil. 3. 1 8 Outward 
Privileges, - FTE ontentments, 
Periſhing. Hopes, theſe were once 
the things before him; but now he 
hath 'turn'd about; and ſet his face 
then other way, aud left them all 
bakind kin. %% 1189 
I preſs forward towards the mar- 
He is now aſcending upon the wings 
of Faith and Laue above tllis Dur 

and Darkneſs, to the Regions r 
Light and Glor r. 
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If your Converſation bi in Heaven, i - 


it is thus with you in one degree 
3 e Heavenly Concernments 

your Work, and Heavenly 
Cor forts are your Support. It is 
not the Fig: tret 122 nor | the 


Obbu?s labour, Habak. 3. 17. that 


can comfort and glad you; but it is 
Fruit from the Tree of Life, in the 
midſt of tho Fand of God, x Joan 
feeds vοi. Nl 0 
IHF this Jour | Cover ation he in 
Heaven, then is or Name ritten 
in Heaven. N 1 binde 8 bu. 


518 52 8 4 
5 "The next; Uſe! all be 65 wi ef 


ere cre Wage: 1214S 

* „ Wide un write a Hes Mabe 
higheſt Cauſe Rejaſeing >? And 
can you, upon examination; find 
thatyour Names art mritten the re ? 
Oh, hen ſet ygur Selah upon! this 
Merey: Fx — — Heart, your Joy, 


Your: : Thafikiulnets: upon 25 coi 
2 


lege. Other things you may rej 


in, in cheir place, 10 by the by; 
25 but 


wo 


| but here your Joy ſhould be fixed 


CCC ION. oy ny 0 9 CY 
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See how the Apoſtle breaks out into 
Thankſgiving for this, Epheſ. 1. 
45 „6. : | 2 ö 
2 Ver 3. Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
7 us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
C riſt Jeſus. ; * | 22 4 Mt 
Ver. 4. According as he hath choſen. 
us in him, before the foundation of the 
world ;” that we ſhoald be holy and 


without blame before him, in love. _ 


* — 1 


Ver. 5. Having predeſtinated us o 
the adoption of Children, by a Chriſt, 
to — according to the good plea- 
fare FM 

Ver. 6. To the pref of the glory of 
his grace, wherein he hath made us ac- 
ceped in the Beloved. _.. 25 

His Heart dwells in triumph upon 
this Mercy; and fo ſhould ours 
alſo ; the Lord Chrift, here in the 
Text, commands it; Rejote, becauſe 


your Names are written in Heaven. 


Now give me leave to propound 


to you Six Conſiderations, which are 


very proper Motives to ftir up 
„ your 


de 


— 


7 


1 + 
* . 
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Hearts to the Practice of this 
Ha. ot | 


* 4 7 4 


: Conſider, ( * Thereis no Nam 
| the his. * 


2 1 1 z R e 


3. 4. Since thau waſt 12 in 
onour able. 


5 20 thou haſt been 
God 1 4 Contempt u 

the Ga it muſt needs be ile 
and baſe : God is the true Foun- 
tain of Honour : if he puts Honour 
upon us, it is the trueſt Honour | in 
the World. e 

een better Name W FIR 


of Sons and Dawphters : Iſa. 56. 4 


Thus faith. the. Lord to the Eunuc 
that keep my Sabbaths, and chaſe the 
things that pleaſe me, and take hold of 


m Covenant; To them will I give in 


my houſe a place, and 4 name. better 
than of Sons and Daughters. Though 
they have zo Chilaren, yet they 
ſhall be my Children; though they 
are without a Name 1 in the World, 


We they ſhall N a Name in my 


A. 


. 
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Vour Honour Rejopces in the 
Name of a San, this Day; and you 
do well: God forbid that I ſhould 
make your Rejoſcing void: Nay, 
to encourage it, let me tell Your 


{4 

i» Honour, That God takes it kindly, 
4% that you own him, ny the; Mercies 
and Bleffings of Providence. But 


le I am, in Duty, to mind you of a 
1- better Name than that of Sons and 

Daugbiers; and this is it, to have 
11 4 Name written tn Heuven. Tao have 
a Child from Gon, is an inferiour 
Name to this of being calFd a CHia 
of God. Solomon ſaith, I a Man be- 
get an hundred Children, and live 
man gears, and his ſoul be not filled 
with good, I fav, that an untimely birth 
ts better than he, Ecclel. 6. 3. 


3. Tis a Durable and Laſting Name. 
A Name in the World may be loſt: 
The Wicked may Defame it. 
Wickedneſs may Corrupt it. 
God may Blaſt it: Thou haſt put 
- Out: their name for ever and ever, 
Pſal. 9. 5 


„ "SS 
Time 


——— —— — if - N * 
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is a durable Name, it can never be 


lafling Name; thut ſhall never be cut of 
Ia. 56: 5. As the Inheritanct is In: 


rable, and the Heir Immortal. 


© Conſider, (2.) 


we. * 
1 - 


Hundi is mine; yea, and God is 
and Heaven and Eternal Life is mine: 
eſt Honours, the ſweeteſt Children, 


the richeſt Pleaſures; yet, in the 
midſt of all theſe, if Conſciencè ſhould 


68 A Name in Heaven, &c. o 
Time may gat it out of the Re. o 
cCords of Honour. Wo 
But 4 Naine written in Haves, 


blotted out: 7 ilar them an ever Nb 


corruptible, ſo the Title is Upalte: 


* 


Name written in 


Heaven, is a Bleſſing that ſweetens 
all our other Bleſſings, This Land 
is mine, and theſe Riches are mine, 
ald this Child is mine, and this 


mine; and Chriſt is mine, and the 
white Stone and the new Name is mine, 


Ay, this, this ſwectens all. 
What if you could be: ſuppoſed 
to enjoy all Outward Bleſſings ima · 
ginable? the faireſt Eſtate, the high- 


ſecretly gripe you within, and tell 
15 you, 


A Name in Heaven, &c. 69 
yon, ye are Strangers and Enemies 
o God, ye have no part in Chriſt, 
10 portion in his Death, your Names 
are blotted out of the Book of Life, 
ye are Children of God's Curſe: 
Oh, what a Beart-ſinking. would 


5 his cauſe, under all your Fruitions! 
This one thing left in doubt, 1 Enom 


wot what will become of my Soul to 
Eternity, is enough to bring us into 
treights, in the midſt of all our Suf- 
$0. .. «+ © — 5 

„ Miciencies, Job 20. 22. to ſourtz all 
nur Poſſeſſions, and to make the 
ace of all our Enjoyments look dim 


e, End unpleaſant. 
Conſider, (3.) This is that which 


"ot, 


1s 
je {Wives confidence and comfort in Death, 
e, nd makes us ſtrong, to grapple with 
8 bat Rim of Terrors. . 


What is it which makes even Be- 
ievers themſelves (many of them) 
wink at the thoughts Death. ? 
hy it is want of Evidence, they 
ave never ſeen their Names written 
a the Book of Life. The fight of this, 
Fauth, makes the Soul triumph 

» over 


— ———— 
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. whe Death, and deſpiſe the Grave 

= ſay v - Simeon, Nom, . ly 

7 vant depart in peace, for min 
eyes 5 ſeen uh faves * 2, 
2% 30. © - 

We know: Caith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 
5.1, ) that if our earthly tabernatl 
were diſſolved, we have a building f 
God, 4 houſe not made with hand, 
eternal in the heavens. © 

This we know, and are aſſured 
of; Well, and what is the fruit of 
this Aſſurance ? He tells you, in: 
the ad and 4th Verſes; 1» this m 

groan — defir ing to be eloathn 
upon with our houſe which is from Hed 
den, that mortality might be Mulan it 

72 .of life. 

What is Death, to the aſſure Al 
Believer, but a ſpeedy Conveyanciip/ 
to the Poſſeſſion of that Gloy Which 
Divine Love hath Intitled him 1 
| 1 Ev ane | | 1 
* Confuler," Cs. bY ye 30 can 
never run into Exceſs: In tempor 
things it may ; it is poſſible and 
1 com- 


J n 


0 
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* 
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A common to fejoice and delight in 
u Outward Mercies too much; for 
2 they are every wa diſproportion- 

able to the vaſt Capacity of the 
„soul; as unable to fill it, as the dim 
Light of a Candle is to give Day 
o the World, in the abſence of the 
dun. 

Bear what the Prophet ays i in 
the Caſe, I/. 28. 20. The bed is too 
ort for a man to ſtretch himſelf upon 
it, and the covering too var om Fer a. 
man to wrap himſelf in it. 
How-udſuitable is a bon bedr 
long Body! fo are periſhing Com- 
forts to an Immortal Soul. And 
rom hence it is that 25 Apo 145 
red ie (in. 1 Cor. 7 7 9 g 
nct he that... verde, ſhould be 46 75 70 
W 2231 ej ted not; that is, in worldly 
_ roÞhiogs. But in Spiritual and Eter- 
1al Concerns, Joy cannot exceed; 
Sor infinite Ble edneſs, calls for mf. 
ite Joy and Delight, 


Conf. ler, (5. ) This will be a 
aft ing and Pete Joy: hy 
Orc « 


Tet 
wel 


Call 
oral 
and 
2M- 
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fore it is congruous and equal that 
we now Rejoſb in that which ſhall 
be our Joy tor Ever. Other Joys 
| - have their Periods and Intermiſſions, 
| | their Terms, and Vacations; they 
, - ebb and flow, bloſſom and wither ; 
a Fit of Sickneſs, or a pang. oi 
Conſcience, extinguiſhes all: But 
this Joy is abiding; Tour joy ſball u 
man take from gou, John 16. 22. 
IS it true, That the Children of 
God have man y cauſes of ſorrow, if they 
look inward ; ſtrong Corruptions, 
hard Hearts, weak Graces, many 
Temptations: But yet in God they 
Haye continual cauſe of Rejoſcing. 
* A Name in Heaven, is an 1 
ground of Comfort; not like theſe 
tranſcient Shadows. Can Stability 
be moved, or Eternity expire? 
Nothing is Matter of laſting Joy, 
but that Good which is commen- 


furate in Duration to the Soul that. 


} 


is to be ſatisfy'd with it. * 3 

Ihe Times we live in are chan- 
geable, and uncompoſed; the hatreds 

- of Religion great; we ſee Diſtra- 


* 


that &ions at home, Diſtreſſes abroad; the 
hall Lord is ſhaking Heaven and Earth, 
Joys Church and State: Our Experience 
ons, tells us how mutable are the Wills, 


hey MW how fickle the Favours, how ſudden. 
er; the Frowns of Men; how vain the 
Hopes, how unſuitable the Delights, 
But W which are drawn out of broker 
1 Cifterns ; how full of Droſs and 
Dregs the moſt refined Comforts 
of WM and. Contents of the World are. 
ey Nothing can be an enduring Joy, 
ns, but this, which our Lord Chri/t pro- 
ny pounds in the Text, as Matter of 


BE on ELSE 
Wt. would not therefore retire. 
from the.. Noiſe of Laughter, from 
the. Courtſhips of flattering, Gal-, 
ants, the Clutter and Vaingglory. 
of a diſtracted World, to ſolace His 


„ Soul in the Joys and Delights of the! 
n- World to come: 


% 


_ Conſider, ( 6.) What Heaven is; 
- and that will raiſe your Hearts te 
Is WM glory in this Privilege, of a Nam 


mriten in Heaven, 
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1. Heaven is the Habitation of the 


Great God, where He dwells in his 


Infinite Glory. Sothat à Name written 
in Heaven, imports our future Inhe- 
ritance of that Glory; according to 
that of the Apoſtle, Col. 3. 4. When 
Chriſt who is our life (hall appear, then 
ſhall we appear with him in glory. _ 


2. Heaven is a freedom from all 
Evil both of Sin and Suffering; ſo 
that « Name in Heaven, intitles us 


to a bleſſed Redemption from all 


8 I 

There is no Sin there, Grace 
wedkens Sin, but it is Glory that 
aboliſhes it. Old Adam ſhalt there 


4 
0 


5 be put off, never be put on again. 


de Lord Chriſt will preſent” his 
Charch, in that day, faalrliſs before 


the throne of his glory, with txqeeding | 


joy, Jude wer. 24. 
| There is no Affliction there: Sin 


=  gnd Sorrow came in together, and 
= they {hall go out together. Ther 
the Shanamite's Son complains no 
3 more of his aching head, nor 1 00 J 
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A Name in Heaven, KC. 75 
boſheth of his lame feet. There Job's 


blotches are perfectly cured, and La- 
zarus's ſores are all dried up. 


3. Heaven is a Place of all Perfection. 
So that & Name written in Heaven, 
intitles us to a Perfection of state, 
which we cannot hope for in this 
World: Not as though I had already 
attained, or were already perfect, Phil, 
Þ 20; SINE od 

All Perfection is above. 

There is Perfection of Faculties: 
The Underſtanding ſhall be elevated 
by the Light of Glory, into tlie Viſion 
of God, 1 Cor. 13. 12. 

The Nature of God, the Myſtery 
of Three in One, the Union of Two 
Natures in One Perſon, the Courſe of 
God's Decrees, and Providence; theſe 
are the Deeps of God, and at preſent 
there is Darkneſs upon the face of 
theſe Deeps; but there the glorified 


W Eye ſhall fee all. 
Theil ſhall There be perfectly 
Holy, and ſwallowed up into the 


Will of God. 


oe 
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76 A Name in Heaven, &c. 

There is Perfection of Privileges ; 
perfect Union and Communion, 
Here we lay hold of Chriſt; but 


There we ſhall have full Poſſeſſion : 


Here we hang upon him, but There 
we ſhall dwell in his Embraces. 


There is Perfection of Graces : | 


Here the Children of God have 
Perfection of Parts, but not of De- 
1 | | 
Holineſs in the beſt Saint Here, is 
mixed with ſome Dregs of Fleſh and 
Defilement ; but There it ſhall be 
compleat ; we ſhall appear zot ha- 
ding ſpot or wrinkle, Ephel. 5. 27. 
Love ſhall There be Perfe& : 
Here we are either weary of the 
Act, or apt to make a change of the 
Object of our Love, ever and anon 
ſwerving and ſtarting aſide to the 
Creature; but then we ſhall act 
Love without ceaſing, upon one 
and the ſame Object, Without chang- 
ing. There ſhall be an Eternal 
Solace and Complacency in God. 


4. Hea- 


A Name in Heaven, &c. 77 
7 4. Heaven is the Abſtract of all 
1, leſſedneſs, the Sum of all Felicity. 
t FReckon up all Comforts and Plea- 
: ures, and Satisfactions, and De- 
e lights, and Happineſſes, and put 
them all together, and then ſeparate 
from them Finiteneſs and Imper- 
e fection, and that is Heaven. 
- So that 4 Name written in Heaven, 
imports our future Fruition of all 
Bleſſedneſs. Yet a little while, and 
ye ſhall be let into all this 
All the Objects of Joy which are 
ſcatter'd among the Creatures, are 
everlaſtingly heap'd up in Heaven: 
So that fay what it is you de- 
light and joy in, and I will ſhew it 
you there. =. 
Is it Wealth ? Why there are 
unſearchable Riches in Heaven, Epheſ. 
3. 8. durable Riches, Prov. 8. 18. 
Vnſearchable, and therefore without 
Bottom, and without Bound: 
Durable, and therefore without 
8 | yok 
Do ye delight in Honour and 
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Glory of the Great God Himſelf ſhall 
be put upon you, Col. 3. 4. 5 
St. John tells us, It doth not 9e: ©: 
425 what we ſhall be; bat we knon, f 
he ſhall. appear, we ſhall be lik: [ 
n 3. 2. Such honour have , 
all 2 Plalm 149. 9 0 
Is it Pleaſure - you delight in? 
Why in Heaven — re are-Rivers f 
— aſures; Pfal. 36. 8.  Inthy preſence il 
wlneſs of, J, at thy right-hand ll. 
thts are Pleaſares Jer evermore, Plalm WI. 
16. 11. 
Doge delight i in Feaſting ? Why 
in «Heaven: there is Plenty and Va- 
riety, Fulneſs without Satiety; Bread 
of. Life, the Tree of Life, the Foun- 
Fain of Life. 
Da ye delight in Muſick Pi Cit 
is not fit that ſuch a Fe aſt boa 
be without it:) In Heaven the Saints 
and Angelt are all in one Concord, 
fFerging ter nal Halelaj ahi s ta Him that 
fits upon; the throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever. 
1 . Do you delight in fately and ma- 
1 ix "hag * Wh y in hows 
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* | 4 Name in Heaven, &c. 79 
alli, 1 houſe not made with hands, 2 Cor. 
5. 1. This is a City, whoſe walls are 
5 ¶ jaſpar, whoſe foundations are precious- 
ſtones, whoſe gates are pearl, whole 
ſtreets are pure gold, Rev. 21. 18, 
5 10, 21. whoſe Builder and Maler is 
God, > Cor. 5. t. Hoh 3 IST 
Thus you ſee Heaven is the Com- 
if prehenſion of all Good, the Abſtract 
of all Felicity. And yow Name is 
writes upon all this; it is all yours, 
1 WW as the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22. 
All things are yours, whether Paul, or 
" BB Apolbos, or C _ or the world, or life, 
For death, or things preſent, or things to 
come, all are yours. | 
Miniſters are yours, to Inſtruct you. 
The World is yours, to Supply you. 
Life is yours, to Prepare you for 
Heaven. 
Death is yours, to Convey you to 
raven I 
Things preſent are yours, to Suport 
you in the Way. 
Things to come are yours, to Re- 
ward you in the End. 


WL 
4 , 
4 A & „ * , 7 
” » af - 4/6 

. © q a 


80 A None: mm. Heaven, Kc. 


What then remaineth? but, as 
David adviſeth, Be glad in the Lord, 
ang. rejajce, ye righteous, and ſhout for 

Joy,. all qe that are Pri gie in heart, 
Palm 32. 11 

| Whatever ye enjoy in the Wor 1d, 
5 yet let your Joy be in God. Have 


ye Riches, Honsurs, Pleaſures, Chil. 
| dren, Health, Beaug, Parts ?., Kc, 
= Notwithſtandi g in this rejojee not; 
bac rather rejojee, becauſe . Names 
| are written in Heaven. 
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q ( The Latter- part of the Verſe) 
- My Soul is even as a 
Peaned Child. | 


; (©, l Hryſoſtom, in his Homily of 
* * 2 Perfection, — 
mending the Grace of Hu- 
mility, faith, Humility is the Founda- 
tion of Chriſtian Philoſophy. Indeed, 
it is the Ornament of all the Graces 
of God's Spirit : Grace 1s the Beauty 
of the Soul, and Humility is the 
Beauty of Grace, | 
Now the Prophet David, being 
about to commend this Grace to 
the Saints, doth propound himſelf 
as an Example of it, in this Pſalm; 
Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor my 
eyes lofty : neither do I exerciſe my ſelf 
in great matters, or in things too high 
for me, ver. 1. : 
1 3 „ 


— 
— — 
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82 The Power of Grace, &c. 
But what was it that thus humbled 
David's Heart, and took him off 
from doting upon the World's Gran- 
deur, and from delighting himſelf 
in preſent Enjoyments? 
Why God had, by the Power of 
his Grace, took his Heart off from 
all tliings here Below, by ſhewing 
him the Vanity and Emptineſs of 
them; ſo that he was wholly weaned 
from them. So he faith, ver. 2. 1 
have behaved and quieted my ſelf, as 
4 child that is weaned of his mother: 
—— My foul is even as 4 weaned 
TT | | 


Doctr. That where the Grace of God 
rakes hold of the Soul, it males it 
as 4 weaned Child, to all Worldly 
—_— 1 e 


I. In the Diſcuſſing this Doctrine, 
I ſhall ſhew you what it is to 
be as 4 Weaned Child, 


II. Shew you, That there is a 
great Reſemblance between a 
; 3 Heaued 


The Power of Grace, &c. 83 
Meaned Child and a Gracious 
Saal. 


III. Shew you, how Grace weans 
the Heart from all Worldly 
things. | 


1/7. What is it to be as a Weancd 
Child? - | 


This I ſhall 5 Negativeh, and 
ſhew, both © Afirmatively. 


Negatively Firſt, and that in Two 
— 
. I, It is not to be without the 
Comforts and Contentments of the 
World. It is poſſible tu have Much 
of the World, and yet be weaned 
from the World: So had David here; 
he had Riches in abundance, Ho- 


nour in abundance, for he was ad- 


vanced to the Throne, he was the 
greateſt Man in the Kingdom, and 
yet his Soul was as a weaned Child. 


Many may have Little of the World, 


and yet their Hearts not meaned; and 


F 2 - many 


* 5 , 
—_—_ : 
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many may have Much ofthe World, 
and yet be weazed from the World. 
2. It 1s not to Slight and Under- 
value our Enjoyments ; for they are 
a real Mercy; they are Gifts from 
above, the noble Effects of the Bounty 
of Providence. 


But Afirmatively. 
This being as a weaned Child, car- 


ries Three things in it. 


een 
< Humility, 
Teachableneſs, 


Iſt. Content. To be as a weaned 
Child, is to be Content in every 
State, in every Condition of Life. 
Whatever you give a Child, it is 
content, be the Bread whiter or 
browner, be the Meat hot or cold, 
be the Cloaths finer or coarſer. So 
that to be as 4 weaned Child, is to 
have. a Contented Spirit in every 
Condition, under every Providence. 
So had-Davis, 2 Sam. 1 5. 25, 26. If 
FF 
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I ſhall find favour in the "eye f the | 


Lord, he will bring me again: But if 
he thus ſay, I have no delight in thee : 
behold, here am I, let him do to me as 
ſeemeth good to him. So had st. 12 
Phil. 4. 11, 12. 1 have learned, 

what ſoever ſtate I am, therewith to be 
content, I know both how to be aba ed, 
and I know hop to abound : every where, 
and in all things I am inſtrudted both 
to be fall, and to be hungry, both to 
abound, and to | ſuffer need. A Con- 
tented Spirit in every Condition of 
Life, 1s a great Mercy. 


| 240. To be as beamer Child, is to 
be Hamble None ſo humble as little 
Children, - they do not aim at or 
aſpire after great things: Therefore 


our Lord Chriſt ꝑpropounds them ta 


his own Diſciples. for Patterns of 
Humility, Matth. 8, 4. he calls a 
little Child, and ſets ham in the midit 
Af his Diſciples, and tells themy 
Whoſoever ſhall. humble hin: ſelf as this © 
little child, the ee Ball be great in 


the lingen of h eaVven, 


_ F 3 80 


9 * 


36 The Pawwer of Gras; Gd: 


80 chat to be as 4 weaned Chili, 
is to be of an humble and lowly S Pirit. | 
So was David here: Lord, my heart 

ut hanghty ; I have behaved my ſelf 
uu child that is weaned of his mother. 
Oh, what an excellent Spirit is 
this! Solomon tells us, Prov. 16. 19. 
* is better to be of an humble ſpirit with 
[the lowly, than lo dividt the ſpoil with 
| the proud. And | in Prov. 29. 23. he 
1 ſays, A nan pride ſhall bring him 
Ho, but honowr * 2 the humble 
II ſpirit. h 7 


2dly. To ; AS 4 weaned Child, is 
to be "Teach Node ſo Tractable, 
none ſo Teachable, as Chlldren. 
IIa. 29.8. Whom {ball he teach know- 
ledge ? and whom ſhall he make to un- 
derſtand aottrine.? they that are weaned 
from the milk, and drawn from the 
breaſts. 
To be & weaned Child, is to be 
Teachahle : Naturally we are the moſt 
VUnteachable Creatures inthe World. 
How will you Teach one that can 
neither See, nor Hear, nor Under- 
$ "200 7 | + 
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This is the very Caſe of every 
natural Man. 


1. He is blind and cannot fee, 2 
Cor. 4. 4. The God of this World hath 
blinded the Minds of them which be- 
lieve not, 42 the Light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of 
God, ſbould ſhine into them. 


2. He is deaf and cannot hear, 
Pal. 58. 3, 4. The Wicked are eftran- 


ged from the Womb, they are like the * 


deaf Adder that ſtoppeth her Ear. 


3. He is ſottiſh and fooliſh, and 
cannot Underſtand, Romans 3. 11. 
There is none that under ſtandeth, there 
is none that feeketh after Gd. 


And therefore a teachable frame 
of Spirit is a ſpecial Mercy of God, 
it is one of the great Bleſſings of » 
the New Covenant. They ſhall all be 
taught of God, John 6. 45. and they 
ſpall all know me from the leaſt to the 


greateſt, Jeremy ZI. 34. 1 
rear, J FI 


88 The Power of Grace, &c. 
An unteachable Heart is a great Þ a 
Judgment. This was Phar aoh' : Judg- . 
ment; no Councel, no Meſſage, no 
Reproof, no Warning, no Plague 
could ſoſten him. When the Lord 
deſigns to bring Judgement upon a 
Soul, then he gives it up to an un- 
teachable frame, Iſaiah 6. 9, 10, 11, 
12. v. 9. Go tell this People, hear ye in- 
deed but under ſtand not; and ſee ye in. 
ated, but perceive not, ver. 10, make the 
Hearts of this People flat, and make their 
Ears heavy, and ſhut their Eyes, leſt they 
fee with their Eyes, and hear with their 
| Ears, and underſtand with their Heart, 
and convert, and be heated. 
V. 11 Ihen ſaid I, Lord how long? 
and he anſwered, Until the City be waſt- 
ed without Inhabitant, and the Houſes 
without Man, and the Land be utter- 
ty aefolate, W 
12. And the Lord have removed 
Men far away, and there be a great 
forſaking in the midſt of the Land. 1 
And when the Lord intends good 
to a Soul, he gives a tractable Teach- 
able frame of Spirit; a ſeeing Eye, 
| | an 
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an hearing Ear, an underſtanding 
Heart. = 3 
Thus you ſee, what it is to be as 
4 weaned Child. W 558 
To be content, to be humble, to 
be teachable. | 


2. J will ſhew you that there is a 
great Reſemblance between a weaned 
Child and a gracious Soul, 

You may- conſider a weaned Child 
Three ways. 


1. In regard to its Infirmities, 
2. In regard to its manner of wean- 
ing. FF 
3. In regard to its Diſpoſition. 


. 1ſt. In regard to its Infirmitys ; 


What is weaker than a weaned Child? 


What Creature more helpleſs, more 
feeble? | "214 

It cannot feed it felf, 

It cannot defend it ſelf, 

It cannot govern it (elf, 


1 
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1. It cannot feed it ſelf. If it 
be not ſuckled, it muſt be fed: if it 
hath not the Breaſt, it muſt have 
the Spoon: it cannot feed it elf 
without the hand of the Mother or 
Nurſe. EY 4 
It is the fame, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
with the gracious Soul; if it be 
weaned, yet it muſt be fed; If it be 
weaned from the Earth, it muſt be 
fed from Heaven; if it be weaned 
from the Creatures, it muſt be nou- 
riſned from the Promiſes. 
Every Believer depends upon God 
for ſeeding, yea, for natural Bread ; i 
and therefore we pray, Give ws this 
day our daily bread, Matth. 6. 11, 
Much more do we depend upon 
God for ſpiritual ſupports, for 'Soul 
refreſhments: for it is he that fills 
we hungry with good things, Luk. 1. 53. 
There are three things which are 
the peculiar Privileges of Believers : 


To be Born of n 
To be Taughit of God. 
To be Fed of God. 


They 
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They are born of God by the 
mer of the Word. ey 

Taught of God by the Precepts of 
e Word. | | 
Fed of God by the Promiſes of the 

ord, 1 ET 45 


24). A weaned Child cannot de- 
end it ſelf. The ſecurity of an In- 
nt lies in the Care of the Parent. 
Though the Breaſt doth not feed it, 
et the Arms muſt guard it: It is 
able to many Harms: Set it down, 
ad leave it alone, and what will 
' *Wecome of it ? It falls into the Fire, 
Pr into the Water; into one Mit- 
hief or another. | 5 
It is ſo with a Child of God; he 
annot preſerve himſelf, no not a 
moment: the greateſt meaſure of 
Grace attainable will not do it. If 
God ſhould: ſet up a Believer with 
A ſtock of Grace, and then leave 
him to trade for himſelf, how quick- 
ly would he prove Bankrupt, and 
break and periſh ! ) 


Alas ! 


Fiſh; 


92 The Power of Grace, &c. 
Alas! Grace is a mutable thing: 
though it ſhall never periſh, yet in 


its own nature it is periſpable. I have 


Tf. That which is ſubjeCt to de- 
cay in part, is ſubject to decay in 


three Witneſſes to prove it. 


whole: But Grace is ſubjeCt to decay. | 


in part. Revel. 2. 4, 5. I have ſome- 


what againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left 


thy firſt love: Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do thy firft works} Did not the Church 
of Epheſus decay in Grace here ? 
And in Revel, 3. 2. Be watchful, and 
ſtrengthen the things which remain; 
that are ready to die. Is not here a 
ſad Decay oſ Grace? Y 


„ * 
4 , 
* 


249. Whatever is a Creature, may 
pertth. Now Grace is a Creature 
ot God, as all other things are; it 
is indeed the nobleſt and beſt of 


Creatures; yet it is but a Creature 
and all Creatures have a principle 


of periſhing-in them; and therefore 
Grace, conſidered in it felf; may pe- 


| 340). 


| 
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34h. If ever Grace did periſh, 
then it may periſh. But there was 


A time when Grace did periſh. Did 


not the Angels that fell, lole their 
Grace? Did not Adam, in Paradiſe, 
loſe his? Theſe had true Grace, and 
yet they fell from it. 


| = By the fame Reaſon that a Belie- 


ver falls gradually when God with- 
draws-himſelf, by the ſame Reaſon 
he would fall finall Y. if God Thould 
leave him to himſe 

It is not from any thing i us 
that we ſtand and are prevervath | 
but from without us; yea, from above 


tis; even from the Power of God: 


So faith the Apoſtle; 1 Pet. 1. 5. We 
are kept by the- power of God, through 
faith, to Jatwation. It is, you * — 
Grace held to us, that cauſeth Grace 
to hold out in us. Faith lays hold 
on God's Power to be kept, and we 
are kept 'by the Power of God, 
rough Faith. 

A Chriſtian hath the Stream of 
E flowing is him; but God is 
the "Spring of Grace ever as + 


TY | 


94 The Power of Grace, &c. 
= and overflow ing to him: And 
if the Spring ſhould be ſhut up, the 


Stream would ſoon fail. Al .. 


ſprings are in thee,” Plal. 87. 7. 
It 15: renewing Grace that chan- 
us, or elſe we had never ſtood : 
t is ſupporting Grace that keeps us, 


or elſe we had quickly fell. This 


Devid averreth in the 66th Pſalm, 
Verje:g. He boldeth our foals in life, 
ana. ſaffereth nit our feet. to g 
Conſider but two 8 

ou will ſay, it is impoſfible a Be. 
lerer enn F himſelf. 2 


1 Ift. The \Power? efindwellng- 
eff and Corruption. There is not 
only much-of the Preſence of Sin in 
every: Believer, but mach, of the 
Power of Sin alſo. | DI 
Though where Grace i is ro ought, 
- there the Power of Sin is muc 
bated ; yet it is not utterly remo- 


ved: though the reigning Power be 


deſtroyed, yet Sin hath a. raging 
Power Kill; and this too'too often 


en the beſt of Saints: 3 choag 


- 


— 
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himſelf will find it, notwithſtand- 
ing all his Grace. See Rom. 7. 21, 23. 
1 find then a lam, that when I would 
do good, evil is preſent with me. 
I jee another law in nn members 
warring againſt the law of my mind, 
_and bri me into captivity to the. 
lam of fin which is in my members. 
Now if fo holy a Saint of God as 
Paul was, complains thus; what 
Complaints may we make, whoſe 
Corruptions are many and ſtrong, 
and whoſe Grace is little and weak? 
Suppoſe yon ſhould put a ſpark 


_of Fire into the Sea, Would nc not 
quickly be quenched? Why our 


Grace is but like a ſpark of Fire in 
the midſt of a Sea of Corruption, 
and therefore would quickly be 
e if Cod Ley not 2 22575 
it alive. 2 1885 


a Conkiget the Frequency and 
3trenethi6f Temptation. The great- 
eſt degree of Grace will give us no 
immunity from Temptation; for 


f the 5 aan Chriſt had no lin, 


and : 
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96 The Power of Grace, &c. 
and yet was aſſaulted by Satan; and 
therefore the Servant muſt not look 
to be above his Lord. 

Satan's great Deſign is to Deſtroy 
the believers Grace; yea, and he 
would do it, it the Lord ſhould not 
hold him in, and hold us up. * 
There is a great Strength 1 in eve- 


WM ry Temptation. 


Partly as being managed by ſo 
Potent, and Subtle an Enemy. 
Partly as being ſuited to our re- 
maining Corruptions. Tho? when 
the Devil came to Chriſt, he found 
no Sin in him, nothing for Tem- 
tation to Work upon; yet when he 
comes to Chriſtians, he finds much 
in them. Much Pride, much World- 
ly: Love, much Luſt, much Car- 
nal Concupiſcence, much Unbelief, 
much Deadneſs of Heart, much Un- 
profitableneſs, Sc. and this is the 
Matter he Works upon. 
When satan ſurcoundsns without; 
Sin is Ready to ſurprize us within: 
When satan beſets us, Sin is ready 
| to Ry us; and therefore Sor 
r 


. 
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Lord put not underneath his ever» 
E. laſting Arms, we cannot ſtand, 

So that you ſee the gracious Soul 
is. unable, like the meaned Child, to 
defend it ſelf. The Lord is his defence, 


I.. 4. 5. . 1 


N zaly. A weaned Child is not able to 
| govern it ſelf: it is deſtitute botli 
"| of Strength and Wiſcem. F 
And ſo it is with every Believer; « ©” 
| he is not able to direct his own aA 
| © Rions; he cannot govern his W-n 
Thoughts; he hagh not the leaſt 
— | © Self-(ufficiency.. So lays dew of 1 
himſelf, ,Prow, 30. 2, 3. Shrely I © 
more brutiſh than any Man, and haue 
not the underſtanding,of a Man. 
And therefore David ſeeing this, 
betakes himſelf to the Lord for 
Counſel and Guidance, P/l. 31. 3. 
For thy name-ſake lead me and guide 
me. And God promiſes to guide 
them, 1/a. 42. 16. 1 will bring ile 
blind by & way they know not, I will 
lead them in paths that they haue | 8 - 
known, I will make 2 %. Light bes ne 


. bes 
8 
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+ 
a, 
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98 The Pœauer of Grace, &c. 5 
fore them, and"thooked things ſtrait «+ 2" 
Med Lheſe things will 1 f, D ; 
by 4 672, . | 4s 
. 22 — tw e pc 
8 3 4 and "guide 115 People : . * . 


10. By rhe Counſtlsf his Word, 
Bal 75+ 28, 235 24; + 7 
Ss fool" mas I, an Jomarat ; e 7 
war us 4 Beaft before thee; Ver. 22. 

> * Nevertheleſs, I am — with. 

WE cher; % holden en mi my lu. : 

hand» S.. 1 
Tho ſbalt guide me H u) untl, E 4 
”, ad: afterward receive Ly to glory. 
R Wen. N 4 vs 
The Word of God is the beſt 

2 lor; and thereſore David 
3 bene himſelf to it for Guidance 
E 3 Pſal. 119. 24. Thy 
3 nn fury 
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"The Power of Gy ace, GC. 99 
We read of Huſbai, aud others, Men 
of great Parts and Prudence, that 
» were his Council: but yet he heark- 
ned more to the Word of God chan 
to all his Counſel beſides. Thy Sta- 
Futes ate my Connſellors. E * d. 
. We ſhould follow. the Counſels of 
the Word in all*things, and make 
it the Guide of our Way: ſo good 
David did: Ih Mord us 4 ligbt to 
my feet, and 4 lamp to my paths, 'Plak, 


119. 105. For, 1 48 


| DN TER < 
TS 1f. It is the et Counſel: \ 
may, and too oſten do, err in fol- 
5 lowing the Counſels of others :gfor 
Man's Wiſdom is ſhort-ſighted; the 
blind lead the blind, and both fall into 
the ditch. But we can never err nor 
miſcarry in following the Counſels 
of the Scripture. Solomon ſays, Prove 
2. 10, 11. When Wiſdom entereth in- 
t thine heart, and Knowledge it plea- 
ſant unto thy ſoul, Diſcretion ſhall pre- 
ſerve thee, Underſtanding: ſhail keep * » 
thee. And ſpeaking of the Com- 
mandment in the 6th Chapter, ſays _ 
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100 The Power of wh CE. 
he, Ver. 21, 22, 23. Bind it| 
| thy heart, and whin thou goeſt it ha 
lead" thee, when thou Feepeſt it 
keep thee, and when thou awakeſt it 2 
tall with ther. For the Commandment 
1 4 lamp, and the Lam is light, and 
| Reproofs'ef 5 eekÞ are the way 4 
N.. : 
2dly. It is ihe — pifeble © G 
fb: It ſteads the Soul in all Con- 
TCerns of Life: yea, the Happineſs 
and Salvation of the Soul is the ſure 
Mue of following the Counſels of 
the Word. See what an Account 
"Hm wa, gives of the Word in Pſa/n: 
19. from the 7th to the 1 ith Verſe, 
The law of the. — is perfett, ae 
ting the ſaul. Ver. 15 
The Statutes of t Lards are: lr, 
rejopcing the as: the Commandment 
of the Lord is pure, Tnlightring 1 the 
* Ver. 8S. 
The Fear of the Lord is clean, en- 
"I Abe for ever; the Judgments of the 
Lord are true, aud righteous . 2 
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Ele Pater of Grace, &c. 107 
More to be deſired are they than Gold, 
a, than much fine Gold; ſweeter alſo 
than Honey, and the  Honey-comb. 
Vert qu  - - 
Moreover, & them is thy Servant © 
warned and in keeping of n = 
& great rewards... 
what a. Mercy it is to be un- 
der the We of the 1 of 
God:, WED * 


24h. God guides his People by 
- | - the Counſels of his Spirit. Jeh. 16. = 
13. When the ſpirit of Truth is come, 
be will guide Jou into all trath. - * + 
| "The Spirit of the Lord is called. 
48 rit of. Counſel. Ta is. 22): 
bw: happy. is the Condition of 
G. cs People, that have the Word 
E. the Spirit to guide them! The 
Word without the Spirit cannot, 
on Spirit without the Word with 
, guide us, The Word is a Ligit 
wid us, the Spirit is a Light 
within us: The Word propougds: 
the Way to walk inp t the. Spirit Bike + 
ables the Soul to walk iff that Way: 


G3 . Bleſſed 


. 02 Ihe Power of. Trace; 
* are they whom God chu 
7, BR e 68 ie 

*. Thus I have ſhowed yon how the 

| Nate of a Believer reſembles that of 
a a" aan 4 iy "ws of do 


33 # 6d . * ; * * 


bs. JONES: oY Wms al. 
ſo in regard to ns Manner of Mean- 
& and that in three particular 


W e „ 


= _ 10. Many when they aan a Chill 8 
” from the Breaſt, will ruh moud, S 
or ſome bitter and unpleaſant thing, 

u the Pap, to create a loathin 
" in*the Child to that it was ſo 9 


of before: and fo the Bitterneß of 


3: 


the Taſte makes Child for lake | 
I the, Breaſt. 3 
Nom his the Soul off Belie® 


ver is as d weaned Child. The Breaſt 
or the Creature is that which gatu- 
rally Man lies at; for natural Man 
Ftghes All his Comfort from fenſh- 


Se things, favours only earthly 
ho Doi ; [ak + 
a 0 6 9 85 | Now, 


* 


* 


The Power of Grace, Kc. 203 


Now, when the Lord . 
"th Grace in the Heart, ane 
deem a Soul to himſelf, he 2 JI 
weans it firſt from the. World. 
P/al. 45. 10, 11. Harten (O Daugh- 

ter) aui conſider, ani inclins thine car; 
4. forget alſo thine own People , and, thy 

| Father's Nhuſe: ſo ſpat. — Ring Ke. 

0 deſire thy Beauty. | 

Now, the Difficulty of. Convex 

fon gew here, in talitg the 9 85 
from the Creature; and placing it 
upon God; for in the Fall we tur- 

ned from d to the Creature, and 

* - in .C@veffionawork the Heart. is 

Ae from the eue to Ggd | 


% - becauſe 2 2 this 3 
| Went for ghe Creature is loth to 
leave the Breaſt of carnal ＋. 
weats where ir hatkr ſucked yeh 1 
* ſo long: Therefore - 

the Lord, when he — wean the 
Soul from things below, he rubs 
2 ooo upon; the Breaſts of all N 
"Ejofemens - 10 that though we 
* GA. * tek 


% 


104 The Power of e &c. 
E Satisfaction, yet we ſhall 


none. - 

 » This was the way of Go@#'s deal- 
ing With the Prodigal Son. The Pa- 
rable of the Prodigal is to repreſent 

ro 5 the State of every l 


Now it is id al . 14 that 
when he had ſpent all, there 20 = 
Fuamine in the und; and this bfought 
bim home to Bis Father's houſe, "er, 
the '207/. USE 8 0 O's, 
God is never bete us we ” 
when the Creature WMmoſt bitter 


to us: He famiſhes al the G of the | - 


FAY 


Earth, that Mien in oy de broapht 20 
| or him, Zeph. 2. 11. =o 
Thus God dealt with! ene ſhge Har 
de that ſboe il Nn > ors her pues 
And. What 2 Then {ball þ ſomes 5 
will v0 am return to my firſt Huiband, 
L 4 e iter was it n with ne 
God bath t tho Jellges which the 
Script Jakes otic ot 


} 


* 


* 


* 


read of here : I wil. hedge up her way. 


The bree of Grace, &C. TY 


of his Protection, that 
740. Halt not thou 


O E 


. 


. of itte chat you 


with thorns. © 

Now the Lord makes great uſe 
of both theſe Hedges. 

The Feadge of God's Protection, 


that is to <P his People fr om 5 


Danger. 


©. The Hage of Affliction, that is to 
— ſtop them that wander. 


The Heage of Protection is to keep: 


them in God's way. . 

The Hedge of Affliction is to keep 
ther Out of Sin's Way. 

The Heage of Protecti 1 to keep 
them from Sufferin 

The Hedge. of 4 dion is to. keep, 


them from Sinning, and to put them, 


upon returning. 


So it was With Ius! here. hen 0 


God had hedged up her Ways ng 
be could not 4.7 _ Pile of . 


89 5 Cz "overs. 
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overtake her Lovers, t 
out, I will retum fir Haul 
of then 3 ”r wat better "with me lp; 
„ 1" ee a S278 
* is à great mercy for 
wean a Sou from the World; 
never ſuffers greater Loſs benen 
it forſakes God to live upon the 
Creature: This%s to regard lying 
Vanity, and ſo forſake our on 
P às the Prophet expreſſeth 
i 2. 8. It W going out of 
God' s Bleſſing into the warm 2 
(as our Proverb hath it) forſaking _ 
the living Fountain, to quench our 
Thirlt from a broken Ciſtern, Jer, 
2. 13. 
By our Exceſſes in Croature-En- = 
| |  Joymeots,, Keaton is contnenly- | - 
drowned in Senſe, and Judgment 
1 extinguiſhed 1 in Appetirs. The ex- 
1 * ceſſwe letting out our ſelves to ſen- 
— 14 ſual Fruitions, is both a sin and a 
1 E. Puniſhment; while thereby We loſe 
| | — God, andthe This and 
cur ſelves, at” once. | i 
Is #54 "238 1 „ 
Now, 


* 
8 * 5 
TIP « ./ L * of 
IE. oa ORE of 


e 


1 


| 


| 
[ 
1 
| 


Ses; - therefore Chriſt muſt be 


The HY of Grat?, &. 109 


'L 10 means a 


ter . „ 
either by ſome Affliction, or 5 
ſome Deinen in the — 
ture, which makes the Soul IO 
out for more pure and | Sa- 
tisfactions in G 

Ma time of qutward Ptbſperi- 
ties, We are all Merrba's Khildsa,- 
carried away too much with the 
World bat when God imbitters 
our Cup, then with ar, we look 
more after ke one ching rieceſſary, 
and mind the chuling che better 
8 16911 . "TIF" 
280 long as. we are: Aull of the 
World, che Lord Chriſt can find 


Comforr#havogotten P PoſſeGſion, and 
thruſt him taten 35 

As it Was when he was born, 
there. was no Room for him in the 
In? chat was taken up wWIrh other: 


la in che Wanger, in an Our: 


je doth im- 


no 100 in Gur, Heatte: — 


———̃—— — —-— 
«a r 


108 The Porr of, G1 rare, &c. 


Truly, thus it fares with. the 
Lend Teſus Chriſt: in the We rh 
ſtill: the moſt of us lay him in khe 
Manger, in an Dur wan to this ve- 
ry 24 
Pray deal plainly with God — 
your on Souls, and tell me, What 
Entertainment do you give to the 
Lord Jeſus, when he comes to Four 
Souls in an Ordinance, and offers 
to make his Abode with you, for 
ſo he doth: Revel. 3. 20. Behold 1 
ſtand at. the» dooy and knack ; if any 
Man open to me, I wil come in and 
ap with im, and be with me. 
Now, how do you treat the bleſs 

ted Jeſus: ? Where do you lay him? 

in the Inn, ar in the Out- room? 1 
meean thus: Do ye eite ara 4 _ 
Wl your Hearts and ff or, 
. Db ye take him only into — Dir 
room of an empty Profeſſion? 
Truly, a lifeleſs, graceleſs Pro- 
feſſion af Chriſt; is only a laying 


oe” 


him in the Out houſe; hut a east 
s of, and a holy CE 
10, 


4 
* 


— 


Ie Power of Grace, &c. 1 
> to. Chriſt, this is taking; him into 
then. N 
Now when God, by any Provi- 
dence, doth imbitter the Creature 
to us, then this makes us remove 
Chriſt out of the Manger into the 
Inn; out of a lifeleſs Profeſſion in- 
"to our Hearts and Affections. A 
24h. When a Chila is wean N 
the Nurſe is many times hid, or 
put away, or removed, that the 
ſight of her maꝝ not make the Child 
to cry for the Breaſt, 
So the Lotd many times rigs: a 
Man of the World, takes from him 
his Enjoyments, all his Comforts, 


meerly to wean his Heart from be 
g Tx ” * 


6. When a Child is weaned; 4 
he ca and kind of its 18 


4 2 he is fed _ ſtronger 


Meat. * 


N 8. Fr this alſo the Reſemblance! f 
holds: the Soul-of a Behever-is as 


a * Child; He hath. , 1 55 
214 4 in 


Fs 1 * 
21 =; 7 ; 
1 » 4 - 
TT 17 0 * 
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; l 5 | > 
+ * " 7 
. 
F 
"Bod | F * 1 


110% Le Power of Grace, &c * 
kind of Subſiſtence, and lives Upon 
other kind of Comforts ow he did 


before. ws 
As Chrift ſays, I have 2 to t 


which'ye know not of, John 43 2. 4 
hath every Believer Comforts to 
live upon hich World knows: _ 
nothing of: A Stranger doth not in- 
termeddle with his 19 Prov. 1 10. 


* = » 128 5 2 e . 
% | 11 4 * p 


$1 { A 2* 9 | 
13 He bark as Comforts of the 
Promiſes: nn brings à Soul _ | 


into a ſtate of „Be brin s him 
from N upon The Orch. s, to 
live i Fromiſes. And Which 


is beſt, ff, chink ye, to live upon the 
Creature, or to hve pon he Pro- 
miſe? | 
The Creature dies; 
ves. NH * * 
The Creature is Toa andy; ; the 
Promiſe is Tea and amen. 
"The Creature is deceitful; the 
Promiſe is fure and faithful; 
——— 5a ture Lure due Seale; 5 


T7 * 


the Prop | 


a 


| Tie Power of Grace, &c. 1x1 
The Creature is but ' a ſcanty. 
+ Good; the Promiſe travails with all 
2 Good. 2 8 b 
He that lives upon the Promiſe: 
- | lives by Faith; and the Life of Faith 
WE. the Ing Like | ho the World. * 
bp - ni, It is the only fe IP Aue 
Life. As the weak 1vy ſecures it 
ſelf by twiſting about the great Oat; 
c ſo the weak Chriſtian ſecures himfelf” 
by cleaving to the great God. His 
1 place of Defence {hall be the muni- 
. tion of Rocks; Bread ſhall be given 
nk | Pim, bu Waters Toa be fare. ſaiah 
& | 5 
* 


16. 5 
— he Life of Senſe | is full of Dis. 


5 18 like 4 Neger Brook. 
e 2 > | _ 


Fo in | her P. — ſhe 3 it 
* to "the ground, = 4. 21. 


TY 2, It- is the only quiet L 
1 The Lite of Senſe is full of diſtract. 
be ing Sarey and Vexations: the Soul 1 

* " ; | is. ES; 


1 112 The Power of dat, Kc. 


is never uiet till it draws,off-from 


Zenſe to live by Faith; till it cries 
out with David, Raser to thy reſt, 


O my Soul. Pal. 116. 7 * 
The Philoſopher tells us, If we 
eould live in the Upper Region, 


there we ſhould enjoy a perpetual 


Calm: there are no Storms, no 
Winds, no Tempeſts; theſe arè on- 
ly found in this Lower Region A 


Nearer the Sun it 1 is not ſo. 


Senſe is as the Lower Region ; 
where there is nothing but Storms, 
and Shakings, and Vexations. Gould 


we, by Faith, live in the Upper 


Region, and have the Moon under 
our feet; could we live above the 
World, by Faith in God, reſting 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; we ſhould 
enjoy a perpetual Calm. there. In 

me ye ſau have. Peace, John 1 


34h. It ; is the only ſweet and m- 


fortable Life. The Life of Senſe, 


like a ſmoaking Chimney, cauſes 
many a wet eye: When we liye by 


Faith, chen the Fire burns clear; 
1 
1 


but 


The Power of Grace, Kc. 713 
but when we live by Senſe, then 
the Chimney ſmoaks. 


Is it not a ſweet Life, to fetch all 


our Waters from the Fountain? 
Thus Faith doth. Senſe drinks out 
of the muddy Chanel, but Faith 


1 - goes to the Well-head. All my rag 


1 fixed amongſt all the Changes and 


are in thee, Pſalm 87. 7. 
Ts it not a comfortable Life to be 


Mutations that are in the World? 
Why Faith fixes the Soul upon 
God, and in that Fixation it is ſafe. 


He ſoul; not be afraid of evil tidings, 
his heart is fixed e it the _— 
Pfal. 112.7. * 


Is it not a cattirtable Life to live „„ 


free from All Burdens in the World? 
There are but two ſor ts of Bur- 


dens; . W 00 


The Rusdlen ofs 87 in aud Gilt. | 
The Burden of 0 are and Trouble. 


Now Faith a off both theſe, 
and frees the Soul tray one and the . 
en raps 7 6 AR 44 "4 5 


l 4.6 


TT King 8 Ear at pleaſure, WI 


114 Ihe Power of Grace, &c. 
It takes off the Burden of Gaz/f, 
by reſting upon Chriſt and his Righ- 
teouſneſs. 
And it fac of the Sen of 


Care and Trouble, hy reſting upon 
God and his Providence. 


Ah (my beloved) there is no com- 
fort to be compared to the comfort 
of believing; no Liſe to be compared 
to the Life of Faith. We may talk of 
Comfort, but till we come to live by 
Fea we fhall never taſte of org . 


45h. e only Chrif hos Life 
"Hon makes a Beaſt, Reiſon makes a 


Man, but Fazth males 2 Chriſtian, 


We are no farther Chriſtians, than 


as we can liye upon * in all 
a Cong iitions. 194 


og. 


* * * 7 of 1 


hor It i iS the only owed al Life 
The World's Honour is but an ima- 
ginary thing, a meer Bubble com- 
pared with the Honour that Faith 
leads the Soul into. 

Is it not an Hemer to have the 


- The Power if Grace, &c. 1 15 


oh. <ivg the tedious Climax of Court- 
| acceſſes, as Strangers muſt ? 

of Why the Beſiever (as I may 
don ſpeak it with Reverence) hath the 
Command of God's Ear. Cancern- 
ing the work of my hands, 3 Je 


ort e. Tha, 45. 11. 

ro Ts it not an Honour to * of the 

- of | Blood- royal, to be born of God? 

1 We are ve N55 apt to value our ſelves . 

rk, upon che ob eneſs of our Deſcent 
: and Birth. 


Why the Believer is born of God. 
John 1. 11 12, They are .* Nee. 
79a, of ; the Of ee, of 

Is it not an Honour'to live ö 
God! ? Why Believers live with God, 
and walk with God, and have Fel- 
lowſhip with God here: and ſhall * 
have an eternal Fellowſhip 'with- 
God in Heaven hereafter. Such hoe 
roar. have all his ** . 


600. It is as only fin Life. 
The Stability of all Su of Lives, 
is according to their Principles and 


. T he Life which, depends 
1g upon 


* 


* 


* 
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upon a failing Cauſe is a fading Life: 
and the Life which depends upon a 
conſtant Cauſe is an abiding Life. 

Now the Life of Faith proceeds 
from a living Principle; the Grounds 
of it are in God, and Chriſt, and 
the Promiſe, and no „Change! reach. 
es to theſe. 

Our ,Comforts'may chavady but 
Chriſt never changes; T efterday, and 
0 a, and the ſame fer Furl E 
13 18 

The Creature may Fange but , 
_ Godichanges not: I am the Lord that 
changes not, Mal. 3. . 

he Promiſes are yi OOO 
not "fy and nay; but yea and Amen 
i t, 7&3. 260. 

Now Faith muſt needs be a laſt- 
16 Life, that hath ſuch laſting 
Ground&/and Principles. 75 

The Life of Senſe is a fading de- 


| caying] Life, it lives upon fading Ob- 


Jects: a Man hath Friends and de- 
* lightful Relations, and theſe chear 
and refreſh, his Spirits ; but anon 
* db, a en into the Duſt, 


and 


14 
b 
- 


_—_ 


he . 
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Ws 


ſweet to my taſte, Cantic. 2. 3. 


* 


and then his Spirits fink : they go 
down to the Pit, and his Heart «al 
breaks for want of Comfort. , 
But the Soul that lives by Faith 4 
can never be at a loſs. ö 
What can he lack who hath him 
who is «lf? And what can he loſe 
who hath him who knows no change 
at all? | „ 
The Mariner, when he puts forth 
to Sea, quickly loſes a ſight of Land; | 
but though he fails never fo far, yet 
he never loſes a ſight of Heaven. 
Thus the Soul of a Believer is as 
2 weaned Child in this ſenſe alſo: it EY 
lives upon other kind of Comforts - © 
than it did before, viz. the Com- 
forts of the Promiſes. N 4 


2. 1 might add, That the Belie- 
ver lives upon the Comforts of the 
Ordinances, I ſat under his ſhadow 
with preat delight, and his Fruit was 


1 


3. He lives upon the Comfort of 
Experiences: Pſalm 74. 14: Thos 
. breale n 
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7 | 


4 — r Py 7 ad 
— 
4 — - 5 
wo — Fe 1 
* 


to his People in the Wilderneſs, in 


intended to be Food for their Faith,. 
that by this Experience they might 
learn to live upon God in Wilder- 


me glad with the light of thy counte- 


breake5t the heads f Leviathan in 
pieces, and gaveſt him to be Meat to 
the People inhabiting the Wilderneſs. Bi 
Leviathan here, is meant of Pha- 
raoh and all his Hoſt: When God 
drowned. kim and all the Hoſt of 
the Egyptians in the Red Sea, then 
he brake Leviathan's Head: And 
God is ſaid to give him to be Meat 


that the Experience they had had 
at the Red Sea, of the wonderful 
Care and miraculous Doings of God I 
for them and their Deliverance, was 


neſs-ſtraits. 


4.᷑. He lives upon the Comfort of 
the Divine Preſence. Thou ſhalt make 


47H6E. | | 
This is the Food that the weaned 
Soul hath to feed on, 


* | | Pro- 


17 
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ae th 
Ordinances. 
Experiences. 


Erb divine Phefimi- 


- 34ly, There is a Aden er be- 
tween a weaned Child and à Believer, 
in regard of its Diſpoſition and AE 
fectioͤn. 

As, for inſtande: | 
Take a weaned Child, and lay it 
to the fulleſt and faireſt 'Breaft, and 
it will fuck no more; it turns from 
it, and loaths it as much as hereto- 
fore it loved and delighted in it. 

Now in this the gracious Heart 
is as the weaned Child: The fulleſt 
Breaſt of Creature: comforts and ſen- 
ſual Delights cannot allure it: and 
why? Becauſe it hath choſen God 
for its chiefeſt good, and therefore 

*eannot. be better. Whom have I in 
Heaven. bit thee? And there is none 


n Earth 1 deſire in compariſon of | 
thee. Pfal. 73: . 


FER * > "Il - ' n Ws 
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9 Ne. dps a. 2 , 


= . 420 Te Pane if G Gove: Ke. 
I, e Soul ſees a greater e in 
. God, than in all worldly-Comforts ; 
df taſtesa greater Sweetneſs in com- 
munion with the Lord Chriſt, than 
in all worldly Friendſhips and Fel 
lowſhips. 

30 did. David; and therefore he 
cries out, One day in thy Courts is bet- 
ter than - 4, thouſand elſemhere, Plalm 
84. 10. So did Jacob; and there- 
fore tells his Brother, God hath dealt 

graciouſly with me, and I have enough. 
* 33. 11. In the Hebrew it is, 1 
have all. He that hath an Intereſt 
in God, hath all; all that the Soul 
can want, or the Heart can wiſh. 
No man having drank this old Wine 
defireth new, for he ſaith the old is bet= 
tere Luke 5. 39. 


III. 1 will ſhew you \bridfly, how 
Grace doth wean the Heart rom all 
worldly things. 
By: a threefold Efficiency... 
85 Grace ſets up a Light in che 
= Soul, which diſcovers tlie true Na- 
WE ture of things; Every natural Man 


- 


The Power of Grace, & c. 121 -* 
is in Darkneſs: a graceleſs ſtate is a 
ſtate of Darkneſs: Now in Dark= 
neſs the Vanity, Emptineſs, Inſuf- 
ficiency, and Unſatisfactorineſs of 
worldly _ to the Soul of Man, 
cannot be diſcovered; | 
Grace is Light in the Underſtand- 
ing, as well as Holineſs in the Will; 
and. by this. Light the Soul is able 
to paſs a right Judgment of things, 
to diſtinguiſh between ſeen and un- 
ſeen Good, between periſhing and 
durable Comforts; to diſcern be- 
tween things that differ. The ſpiri- 


1 aal Man juugeth all things, the Apo- 


ſtle ſays in the firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, chap. 2. ver. 15. | CN If 


2aly. Grace hath a farther Efics' 
engy upon the Heart, and that is 
this: It extinguiſheth and removes 
that out of the Soul which makes 
the things of the World to be our 


; We hicf good. 


There is that in every carnal Man 
that propounds to the Soul ſome- 
H what 
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what below God as its chief Good; 
and that is, the ſenſual Mind: and 
by this the Will is miſled, and the 
Affections miſplaced; and the World 
is preferred, and God left out. 
Now by a work of Grace in the 


Heart, the ſenſual Mind is extin- \ 


guiſhed, the Old-man is put off, 
that which ſavours only the things 
of the Fleſh is abated and removed. 


f 34h. Grace elevateth the Soul a- 


bove ſenſual Objects, to live upon 


more real, more ſutable Comforts; 


to live upon God, to lay up Trea-.. 
ſure in Heaven, to fetch its Refreſh- 


ments from the Fountain of divine 
Fullneſs: and how eaſily is that 
Soul weaned from all earthly En- 
joyments, that hath learned to fetch 
all its Comforts from Heaven? 


The Are LICATION. 


Vſe 1. Shall we now. improve | 
this Doctrine to a ule of Teal: 
e hall 


os £© =. ak 8 Nel 


The Power of Grate, &c. 123 
Shall we be ſerious in this matter, 
and call our Hearts to a ſtrict ac- | 
count what'we do experience of the | 
Power of God upon our Souls in 
weaning them from things below ? 
There is the greateft Reaſon in 

the World that moyes me to urge _, 
this Duty upon you. For, < 


1. There is no greater Duty in- 
cumbent upoa a Chriſtian, than fre- 
vent Tryals of Self and State by 

the meaſure of preſent Truths. When 
the Word of the Lord is ſpoken, 
and Truth diſcovered, then to bring 
ir home to the Heart, and try our 

- FE Spirits and Condition by it, this is 

a great Duty. This is the meaning 
of that in the ſecond Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, chap» 13. ver. 5. Exa- 
mine your ſelves, whether ye be in the 
Faith ; prove your own ſelves. © And 
that .in Galatians 6. 3, 4. looks this 
Pay: If any man thinks himſelf to 
be ſomething when he is nothing he de- 


e 


eeives himſelf: But let every man prove 
0 ER 


his. d ik aki 110 1 0 
ee, 17. hiv: Too als, * 


| anothe 


24h. Herein wn che Vitality 
and, Power of Godligefs, for al, 
conſiſt. Tr is not what we profeh 
outwardly, but what we are in. 
wardly, that God looks at. Ran. 
2.29. He Ef of which 95 ne in- 
werdh. . 

Many PPS much, et to 
great meaſures of Mortifiednefs, and 
Weanedneſs from worldly things; 
but look upon them in their Coy: 
verſations, follow them into tlic 
World, and none more carnal, more 
vain chan they. 


Za). We can never be able to 
ad our Claim to a+ Work of 

race, unleſs we are able to ſatisfy | 
our ſelues in this pou. There 1s, 


4 * 
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g. If we be not brought into this 
weaned ſtate by the Power of Grace 
here, we ſhall be ſhut. out of Hea- 
ven hereafter. Will you hear what 
our Lord Chriſt fays in the caſe? 
Then ſee Matth. 18. 3, 4. Verily ex- 
x Je be converted, and become as lit- 
«tle Ghilaren, ye ſhall. not enter into the 


I 
g Ringdom of Heaven. Ver. 3. 5 
85 e ye be converted: is that all? 
No, but ye muſt become as, Littie 

Children, in Meekneſs, Humility, 
1 Self-denial, Weanednels, So fays 
. the next. Verſe ;. Whoſoever ſhall hum- 
> ble himſelf as this little Child, the ſame 
. greateſt in the Ringdom of Hea-. 
TY wer. F 

It is one thing to be converted, 
it is another thing to become as lit- 
tile Children, to be wrought into a 
te childlike Diſpoſition. This is the 
true rang, - the proper Fit- 
[nels of the Soul for Glory: No 
#-. Wcanedneſs, no Bleſſedneſs. 


Is there not then great Reaſon ' 


ſent | for my urging you to this Self. exa- 


H. 3. 


126 The Power of Grace, &c. 
Let us therefore to the Touth- 
ſtone : that is not true; Grace that 
will not endure the Tryal. 

Put the Queſtion: Is my Squl as 
a weaned Child? Am I under the 
Weanings of God, or am I not? 


Queſt. Now you will fay, How 
may I know whether my Soul be 
under the Weanings of God? whe. 
Veer weaned from the World or 
ner? : 8 | he 


Anſw. In Anſwer to this, I ſhall |" 
lay you down ſome Rules to try. 


your ſelves by. 


- 1/. To have heavenly Affections 
amidſt earthly Poſſeſſions, this is a 
ſign of a weaned Heart. 


2aly. To reckon our Happineſs, 
- our Riches, rather from divine Fru- 
ition than from any worldly Ac 
commodation, this is a ſign of an 
Heart under the Weanings of ar 

. Davi 


\ 
* 


The ſucking Child cries for the 
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David was a King, a great Man; 
but he doth not reckon this his Hap- 
pineſs; no, but his Intereſt in God. 
Pſalm 16. 5,6. The Lord is the porti- 
on of my Inheritance, and of my Cup, 
thou maintaineſt my Lot: And what 
then? The lines are fallen to me in 
- Pleaſant Places, I have a gooaly Hert- 
tage. | . 
34% What do we moſt defire; 
moſt hunger after ? This ſhews 
whether we are weaned or not, 


\ Breaſt: whatever you offes, it, or 
put into the hand, nothing can qui» 
et it till it is laid to the Breaſt. 

Now what is it that quiets our 
Minds, that ſatisfies our Deſires 
ſooneſt? If it be worldly Pleaſures, 
worldly Comforts, worldly Honors, 

ü — then our Hearts are not wea · 
ned. 7 


4thly. To bear worldly Evils, 
worldly Troubles, worldly Loſſes, 
| Ha4 with 


128 The Power of Grace, &c. 
with a holy Quietneſs and Satiola- 


ction of Spirit; this is a ſign of a 
weaned Heart. Hieb. 10. 34. Te took 


jeiful ly the ſpoiling of your Goods know- 
ing in your ſelves that ye have in Hea- 


wean 4 better and an endaring dub. 


apr wh t e 


5750). To chuſe Holineß with 
Affliction and Loſs, rather than Sin 
With Pleaſure and Preferment; this 
is a ſign of a weaned Heart. Thus 
did Moſer, Heb. 11. 24, 24, 26. 


the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, _ 
Ver. 25. Chaſing rather to 1 uffer 
222 with the People of God, than 


ſon, © 
. Christ Fram, Riches than the Trea- 


ſures of Egypt; for he had reſpect to 
mw en awed of Ra 


The 


Ves a4 By Faith Moſes, when he : ; 
was come to Tears, refuſed 70 be called 


Ver. 26. Ef ſleeming ' Reproath for : 


\ 
— — 
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The. Whore, in Revel. 17. 4. is 
ſaid to have # golden Cup in her hand 
full of Abomination, and Mine of her 
Fornication: that is, full of abomi- 
nable Doctrines and adulterated 
Worſhip, denying God's Ordinan- 
„ces, and bringing imo the Church 
Ordinances of her own. 


This her Cup is full of; ay, but 
yet the Inhabiters of the Earth are 
ſaid (Ver. 2.) to be made drunk with 
_ the Wine of her Fornication. Ho 
* ſo? Why megrly becauſe it comes 
out of a golden Cup: the Whore 
gives it in a Cup of Gold: it leads 
to Honours and Preferments in the- 
Church, and in the World, and 
therefore the Inhabiters of the Earth 
cannot be weaned from this Cup. 


Bago 2159 4 "Wy 19 
 6thly. To be able by Faith to o- 
J vercome all the Smiles and Frowns 

of the, World; this is another ſigu 


of a weaned Heart. 
H 5 NoWw . 
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120 The Power of Grace, &c. 
No can ye do this? 


When the World ſmiles upon us 
with its Splendours, Honours, Rich- 
es, Pleaſures, Delights, and Glories; 

can we then look upon all theſe as 
mean and abjeQ things in compari- . 
ſon of Chriſt? Can we look through 
all this to the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt? as that noble Marquis (Ga- 
leacius Caracciola) did, Their Money 
periſh with them that count all the Gold 
in the World worth one days Commu- 
| nion with Jeſus Chriſt, | 
| Or, When the World frowns up- 
on us with Croſſes, Loſſes, Suffer- 
ings, Reproaches, c. Can we then 
overcome it by laying aſide carnal 
Fear, by Patience in Tribulation, 
by looking upon Afflictions and Suft- 
ferings for Chriſt as our Honour and 
Happineſs ; by eying the inviſible 
God in all, as Moſes did? Hebr. 11. 
27. He endured, as ſeeing him who 
. & inviſible. ; 1 TRI + e 
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His Sermon doth of right intitle it ſelf 
1 fo your Honour's Tutelage, as being 
made by the Word of your Command; who 


aid, Let it be, and it was ſo. The Wean- 


ing of your hopeful and only Sou, was the oc- 
caſion of that Meeting which this Diſcourſe 
gave à plain and homely Entertainment to. 
But as Gueſts that come upon us uninviigd 


rale in good part ſuch as they find, if a chegr- 


ful Look and a hearty Weledme be but the 
Sauce to ſuch Diſhes as a Surprize can ſet 


A upon the Table; fo 1 know youy Honour li- 


FEA Re EOS ps, r 
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ked the Treat, which this Diſcourſe gave 
you, not the warſe becauſe it was plain, and 
. ſuch as could be ſooneſt got ready; but the 

better, becauſe of your hearty Welcome, and 
eſpecially becauſe it was (like Jacob's Veniſon 
Gen. 27.4.) ſavoury Meat, ſuch as your 

Soul loved. This animates my Preſumption 

to fet it before your Honour a ſecond time for 
your Entertainment :, only Iwifh that I have 
| 25 0 5 2 that 
ęgruehes to ſpend Meat till it will keep no 

enger) kept it Jo long by me till it hath loſt 
its firſt ſavour, I muſt conſeſs it hath hung 
upan the Pen nigh half as many Months as 
your dear Son did npom the Breaſt. That 
whirh relieves me is, that it hath broken 
nuone of your Henour's Commands, it not be- 
m called for in Paper: ſo that it bring 4 


Fyee- will- offering, I know your Honour will 
give it the readier Acceptance, though it be 
otherwiſe but a mean Preſent : Tet Goats- 

hair was accepted in the Building of the Ta- 
bernacle, Exod. 35. 5,6. from ſuch as had no 
better to offer, if it came frem a willing heart. | 

MA DAM, It is for the r the | 
Temple of God. in your Soul, that this Of- 

fering is made; and I can truly ſay, it is 
with as willing an Heart as ever Iſraelite 
offered, from him that brought Goata- hair 

to him that brought Silver and Gold to the 

T abernacle. | a 
One thing that inclined me to a Willingneſs 

to put it into your Honours hands, was the 

* Uſe God made it of to my own Soul in the re- 
view of it; for I can ſay, I found God- 
teaching my Heart by it, and giving me ſome” 

Experience of that in the Tranſcribing,which 

lay only in the Notion in delivering: which . 
made me cry out, What rare Chriſtians 
would Miniſters be, could we but be- 
lieve all we Pray, and experience all we 
Preach. e 
Nom, Mapa, if the Heart of one Chri- 
ſtian anſwers another's (as the Wiſe- man 
averrs it doth, Prov. 27.19.) who knows but 
God may'blefs this plain Sermon into # grea- 
ter Succeſs upon your Soul than it hath: had 
upon mine: I know God hath given your Ho- 
nour a teachable Heart, and 4 Love to his 
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Word; and what greater Mercy? For where 
there is a teachable Heart, there God will 
ſeal Inſtruction; and where there is a love to 
the Word, there the Soul will bear Inſtruction. 
The Lord-(whoſe Prerogative it ts to teach 
the Hearts of the Children of Men) inſtruct 

our Hononr into this great Duty of Mean- 
edneſs from the World. EY: 

Mapam, Would God proſper me into 4 
capacity of Serviceableneſs to Your Honours 
precious and immortal Soul, I ſhould value 
my ſelf more upon ſuch an Happineſs, than 
upon any other I can think of in this World : 
for the unparallel d Acts of Nobleneſs by which 
you have ſo often borne witneſs to the Great- 
neſs of your Reſpe# to me (which I muſt 
always thankfully mention) have ſo far out- 
done my Merits, that unleſs God ( who.ha- 
teth not Suretiſhip for his Servants) will: 


promiſe to ſee Satisfaction made (and your 


Honour may take his IFord 2 1 muſt live 
and die your Debtor. 


The Lord make your Houour as good as 
great, that in you Nobility and Godlineſs may 


meet together, and Grace and Grandure may 
kiſs each other, (this being that which will 


render your Honour truly lovely in the eye of 


God, and an;) Is prayeth.daily and inceſ- 
auth, | F. 


* 
* 5 "Ra o 


4 and moſt humble Servant, , 
MATIE, MEAD. 
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in Weakneſs and Grief. wo 


The Power of Grace, &c. 13 
Uſe 2. Are your Souls under the 
Weanings of God? Then there is a 


double Duty incumbent upon you 
from this Doctrine. 


Duty 1. Bleſs the Lord, magnify 
the Riches of his Mercy, in calling 


and taking your Hearts off from the 
World. 


It is faid in Geneſis, Chap. 21. 


Ver. 8. that the Child (ſpeaking of 
Iſaac) grew, and was weaned: and 


Abraham made a great Feaſt the 
ſame Day that Iſaac was weaned. 

It is not ſaid, that the Child was 
born, and Abraham made a Feaſt: 
indeed that was not ſo proper a 
time, becauſe then the Mother wa 


Nor is it ſaid the Child was cir- 
cumciſed, and Abraham made a Feaſt : 
nor was that fo proper a time, be- 
cauſe then the Child was ſore and 
in Grief; but the Child was weazed, 
and Abraham made a Feaſt. This 
kems the proper time, becauſe now - ẽ 
r E; Father, ow 


* 


132 The Power of Grace, &c. 
Father, and Mother, and Child, 
might all rejoyce together. | 


There was, no doubt, a Myſte- 


ry wrapt up in this Feaſt of 46bra- 
ham : And what was that? Why 
the Myſtery is this. 

Believers, Who are the Seed of 
Abraham, ſhould rejoqce in the Lord 


when the Soul is become ſpiritual, 


and weaned from carnal.Deſires; 

Io have the World, and yet be 
weaned from the World; to poſſeſs 
it, and yet not be poſſeſſed by it; 
this is 0 great Mercy. 5 on 
It is an eaſig matter to profeſs 
Weanedneſs from the World, where 
but little of the World is enjoyed; 
it is a common thing for them that 
are poor to declaim againſt Riches 
and Sreatneſs. I would not de in 
their Condition, ſays one: I mould not 
be ander their Temptations for all they: 


that 19. anſipen for as they have, fays a 
third; far n dhe, aft greats Je they 
due proud, bigh-winded.g and nden 


* 4 
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Thus it is uſual for the Poor to en- 
l, che Rhön. 

| But to live above all, amidſt the 
= | <njoyment of all, this is the greateſt 
Mercy in the World. "0 
* To ſee no Greatneſs in any thing 
but in the great God, no Beauty in 
any thing but Holineſs, no Glory in 
any thing but Chriſt, no Goodneſs 
in any thing but Religion; O what 
a Mercy is this! How few can look 
through worldly Greatneſs to this 
3 | Profpe&t! and therefore not many 
| | mighty, not many noble, are called &c. 
. 1 Cor. 1. 26. 


Duaty 2. Labour to wean others 
from the World; as Chr: {aid to 
Peter, When thou art converted 
ſtrengthen thy brethren, Luke 22. 32. 
So when converting Grace hath took 
hold of thy Heart, labour to convert 
others: When the Lord hath ſhew- 
„ed thee the Vanity of things below, 
endeavour to lead others into this 
Proſpect; Is thy Soul weaned? * 
e 1 8 ee eee 


134 The Power of Grace, &c. 
that others may be weaned. O what 
Honour might you bring to God 
upon this account! | 
We preach of the Vanity and 
Emptineſs of the World; but alas 
few believe our Report. They ſay 
we know nothing of the Grandure, 
Honour, and Glory of it in our 
ſelves: God placed us below it, and 
laid our Lot in a narrow compaſs; 
and therefore we envy it to thoſe 
who enjoy it, becauſe we want it. 
But when ſuch whom God hath 
advanced to Greatneſs in the World 
ſhall yet live above it, and prefer 
the Intereſt of Religion, and the ho- 
nouring of God, before all worldly 
Grandure; this will carry a ſtrong 
Conviction with it to the Conſcien- 
ces of others. EN 2 
Therefore endeavour to be inſtru- 
mental to wean others, eſpecially 
Relations: Labour that they that 
are near to us may not be far from 


* 


God 7 and chiefly. our Children, 2 
© whoſe Souls God will more imme- 


The 


diately require at our hands. 


' The Power of Grate, &c. 138 


The Lord hath graciouſly given 
Tour Honour a Child, a Son: you 
have taken great care to mean him 
from the Breaſt, and the Lord hath” 


bleſſed your Care in it: And if 


Tour Honour would be thoughtful 
and prayerful about weaning him 
from worldly Luſts, would not the 
Lord bleſs that Care too? 

A ſecond Branch of the Exhorta- 
tion is to them who are not yet as 
a weaned Child, whoſe Souls are 


not, as yet, taken off from preſent 


things. 
- Is not this our Caſe? May we 
not fear it is? For if we are wean- 
ed from the World, why do we 
doat upon it? Why are we ſo fond 
of preſent things? Why do we con- 
form ſo much to the World, and 
ſtudy the Guiſe and fooliſh Faſhi- 
ons of the World ? OI, 
If we are weaned from theWorld, - 


” why is our Joy and Grief fo great, 
and proportionated to preſent Com- 


torts, or preſent Loſſes? | 
| | | Surely 


136 The Power of Grace, &c. 
Surely therefore we have.. cauſe 
enough to fear pur Hearts are not 
Vet. under the Weanings of God. 
N let me tell you ONE that it 
is poſſible to be a true Believer, a 

8 ee and Jet not weaned 
from the World. 

It is one thing to be born of God, 
as every Believer is; it 1s another 
thing to havea weaned Heart: this 

| May; Believer hath not; 

Ihis Child is a living Child i | 

n as it is born; but it is not 
weaned from the Breaſt till it hath 
got Strength to live without it: and 
therefore it is ſaid of Iſaac (Gineſis 
21, 8.) that he Child grew, and was 
weaned, Weaning follows Growth 
and Strength. Is 

So a Man is a Believer ſo ſoon as 
he is born of God, ſo ſoon as he is 
wrought upon by Grace; but he is 
not weaned from tlie World, but by 
a ſuperadded Str th. * growth 
| of Grace, | - f 


| BT 


_ 


| The Power of Grace, Ne. 1 37 


Frutkh of Grace makes a Man a 
child of God; but it is Growth of 
Grace that makes dhe Soul as a 
weaned Child. a 

* bis Werzedneſs! 15 begutt indeed | 
in Converſiop, tor that is the Seeds 


time of all Grace: but it is ans 
fected in the growth of San 
Low read in Scripture of” a two. 
ld Redemption. 5 

One is a Redemption, by the 
Blood and Death of Chriſt; From 
Hell and Damnation: Thus every 
Believer is actually redeemed at his 
firſt Converſion. 

'The-other is a Redemption by 


ihe Spirit of Chriſt from carnal Af- 


fections: this follows Converſion. 
In Revel. 14. 3. ye read of ſome that 
were ſaid to be redeemed from the 
Earth: They ſung 4 nem Song, and no 
Man could learn that Song, but the 
hundred and forty four ge mt Ang 


2 mere redeemed Jroes Fre ' Earth. 


1 


4 


EY * 2 
* 2 Rare ad yet redeemed from the 
rth; ed through Grace 
I” from Damnation, that yet are not 
redeem'd from a carnal Converſa- 
12 tion; * 


Well then, are We born of God, 


and yet not weaned from the Breaſt 
of worldly Comforts ? 

Oh then go away, and beg of 
God for this Mercy of a weaned 
Soul; that you may no longer fetch 
in your Satisfactions and Comforts 
from the Creature, but from God 
n 


And laſtly, bas 5 Pe which 
is our Duty in order to Weanednels 
of Heart. 


he; Inuring our Souls to Wants 
and Abatements: Whilſt we fatiate 
our ſelves, and ſurfeit our Spirits in 


the Fullneſs and Exceſſes of preſent + 


Enjoyments, we are not like to 
lea en hag Leſſon, One way to put 
out 


Pe” 2 if Grace, Kc. 
: wane redeemed from Hel! 


wie. as. yi © | 
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= out the e Fite, is by ae mad on » 1 "Y 
e | Matter: Take away t * d, and | 
t = Fire will die, and 80 But of i is 

| ſe phe: +} 


Be much in mortifying carnal - 
Appetites and inordinate Deſires; © 
and let this be our daily Work : * } 
for the ſooner it is done, the eaſier 
it is done: A Child is eaſter wean- 
ed at one Year old than at two; 
Affections are not yet ſo ſtrong, nor | 

Cuſtom fo prevailing. 

It is in like manner with the 
Soul: the longer it lives upon the 
3 of the World, and fetch- 
es its Contentments from the Crea- 
ture, the harder it will be to draw 
off the Affecttons, and wean the 
Soul ſrom them. 


FINIS 


